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Our congregation       
celebrates  

communion at each 
service. 

 

8:30 a.m.  

Regular Services 

 

Coffee—Fellowship Hall 

 

9:45 a.m.  

Sunday school for all ages 

 

11:00 am  

Regular Services 

 

 

 

 

 

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  

  GOOD NEWS!
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God’s beloved people: 
 I always find it a fascinating exercise to learn the roots and history of 
holidays and festivals like Valentine’s Day. One of the common themes in 
such discoveries is how the Christian Church took pagan festivals and trans-
form them into vehicles to proclaim God’s love for us in Jesus the Savior, 
such as Christmas and Valentine’s Day. Such history and background de-
serves to be kept alive before us, especially festivals like St. Valentines Day, 
that don’t get as much “press” as Christmas, and is why I share what I share 
here.  As we celebrate this month of love and sharing such expressions on 
the 14

th
, here is some fascinating background (from https://

www.rosesonly.com.au/st-valentine) on St. Valentine and the holiday we en-
joy today:  
 
WHERE DID ST VALENTINE COME FROM? 

 According to the Catholic Church, there were several saints in the an-
cient world called Valentine. The Saint Valentine with whom we associate 
Valentine's Day was a Catholic priest who lived in the 3rd Century in Rome. 
At this time Rome was the most powerful nation in the world and was ruled by 
Emperor Claudius II. Claudius and most Romans were pagans, but more and 
more citizens were converting to Christianity, much to the dismay of the Em-
peror. 

 

The various legends of St Valentine 

 There are several legends associated with St Valentine and how he 
came to be sainted. One story says that Valentine was called before Emperor 
Claudius and refused to give up his Christianity to become a pagan. Another 
story is that Valentine was secretly marrying Christian couples, a practice 
which had been outlawed by the Emperor. 

Whatever the reason, Saint Valentine was executed on 14 February in the 
year 270. It is said that prior to his execution, St Valentine had cured the 
blindness of his jailor's daughter and his final act was to write her a love mes-
sage signed ‘from your valentine'. 

 

St Valentine is established as a Saint 

 Whatever the legends, we can be certain that St Valentine did exist as 
archaeologists have uncovered a Roman church dedicated to him. St Valen-
tine is on the Catholic Church's official list of saints, although because of the 
uncertainty about who St Valentine really was, he no longer appears on the 
General Catholic Calendar of Saints. 

.       Continued on page 4 

https://www.rosesonly.com.au/st-valentine
https://www.rosesonly.com.au/st-valentine
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Special Service Sunday February 5 
 

We have a change in our worship schedule on February 5. We will only have one service at 
10:00 a.m. The Call Committee and Church Council have recommended pastoral candidates, 
Pastor Steve Brauner and Pastor Wendi Gordon, for a shared call at Beautiful Savior.  Please 
make plans to be here for worship as they preside over our services.  A pot-luck lunch following 
the service will allow time for the congregation to meet and visit with the couple.  

 

Pastor Steve Brauner grew up in Salem, OR, and graduated from 
Oregon State University with a Bachelor of Science Degree in Reli-
gious Studies. He had a sense of calling to be a pastor from when he 
was about 10 years old, but he did not begin to act on that calling until 
he was 20 years old. While at the OSU Lutheran Campus Ministry’s 
Luther House he was a small group leader at an anti –cult workshop 
with high schoolers. He went on to the Lutheran Theological Semi-
nary at Gettysburg to receive his Master of Divinity Degree. While at 
seminary he met and married Pastor Wendi Gordon and has been 
married 25 wonder filled years. He also was the interim chaplain at 
Hoffman Homes for Youth while attending seminary. 

 

His first call was at Zion Lutheran Church, Renovo, PA and Trinity Lu-
theran Church, Avis, PA. He is currently called halftime at Maluhia Lutheran Church, Waianae, 
HI. In his free time he enjoys cooking, walking, and playing with technology. 

 

 

Pastor Wendi Gordon grew up in New Orleans, LA, and gradu-
ated from Texas Lutheran University with a Bachelor of Arts De-
gree in Social Work.  She served as a Youth Director at Emman-
uel Lutheran Church in Seguin, TX, and as Campus Ministry As-
sociate at TLU while attending school there.  She has known 
she wanted to be a pastor since her high school days, so after 
graduating from TLU she attended the Lutheran Theological 
Seminary at Gettysburg and graduated with a Master of Divinity 
Degree.  It was there that she met and married her husband, 
Pastor Steve Brauner; they celebrated their 25

th
 wedding anni-

versary last May.   

 

Pastor Wendi has served as solo pastor of St. Matthew Lutheran 
Church in Williamsport, PA, and as part-time pastor of Ka Hana 
O Ke Akua United Church of Christ in Waianae, HI.  She is the author of the Christian devotional 
book Timeless Truths for Troubled Times.   In her free time, she enjoys reading murder myster-
ies, riding roller coasters, and going to Bruce Springsteen concerts. 
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The Congregational Coun-
cil met on January 16, 2016.  
 

Present:  D’Ann Berry, Spen-

cer Berry, Tanya Berry, Linda 

Allen, Laurie Dale, Erich 

Drochner, Carole Froeschle, 

Joe Froeschle, Cheryl Hall, 

Greg Hinders, Greg Rohloff, 

Kevin Krallman, Pastor Mark 

Galbraith, Keith Rosenthal & 

Richard Owen  Absent:  Su-

san O’Shaughnessy and An-

drea Schmidt  Guest: Biff 

Flatt, Call Committee 

 

New Business 
   Biff Flat, Call Committee 
Chair, gave an update of the 
committee’s progress. 

   After discussion a motion 
was made , 2

nd
 and approved 

for a shared call.  

  Cheryl Hall provided a list 
to review of members cur-
rently not attending. D’Ann 
Berry will check the bylaws 
for members not attending. 

  Kevin Krallman volunteered 
to be council member on the 

2017 Nominating Committee. 

  The 2017 Mission Assem-
bly voting members will be 
selected at the Congregation-
al Meeting on January 22, 
2017.  The Mission Assembly 
will be held April 22, 23 this 
year  
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 The janitor position still needs 
to be compiled by either proper-
ty or the Vice- President.  Carole 
Froesche will work on it. 

 

Pastor’s Report— 

Youth Class will resume, upon 
conversation with adult leaders, 
with a variety of topics. 

Adult Weekday class: “God At 

the Movies” we will watch mov-
ies with overtly or covertly faith 
and biblical themes, with conver-
sation Bible exploration to ex-
plore and be enlivened by the 
intersection of Scripture, faith 
and life with these modern day 
parables that have universal ap-
peal. 

Worship and Music. I will meet 
with Marsha Mueller this month 
to plan worship music for March-
May. 

Pastoral Care: Staying on top of 
that as needed and requested. 

My “gone times”:  NTNL Synod 
Tri-Synodical Conference, Jan 
22-25, Austin TX. 

 

Education— Started back Sun-
day school on 1-8-16.  

  

Projected Goals are to form a 
committee and to look into adult 
Sunday school materials.  

 

 

 

Evangelism— Spoke to An-
drea Winkelman re: making 
sure the MOPS ministry will 
maintain its presence upon 
her departure. Was assured 

that her co-coordinator and 
steering committee will con-
tinue as before. 

 

Fellowship—Fellowship had 
a committee meeting with 13 
people attending.  A pancake 
dinner is being planned for 
February 28. Events are also 
being planned to celebrate 
the 500 anniversary of the 
church. 

Stewardship— Greg Rohloff 
has set-up principles of stew-
ardship for BSLC 

 

Social Concerns— God con-
tinues to feed people through 
the food pantry, the sewing 
group wrapped up 2016’s 
work and delivered their 
goods to nursing homes, 
shelters, cancer centers and 
the children’s home, contin-
ued delivery is ongoing of 
Meals on Wheels.  A commit-

ted group continues to pro-
vide support to Snack Pack 4 
Kids.  

                 

Worship—The Christmas 
Decorations were taken down 
on January. 7

th
. 

Epiphany Dinner was on  
Jan. 7

th
. 
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F I N A N C I A L  N E W S  

Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church 

2016 Congregational Meeting Finance Report (*Corrected) 

 
The year 2016 has been a difficult year for Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church.  Throughout the 
change and difficulties, the support and generosity of the congregation has remained.  Thank you 
for all your giving.  All tithes and gifts are appreciated and they further the ministry and mission of 
our church. 

 

Thanks is also extended to our counters, the treasurer Harold “Butch” Habeger, and, especially, 
to Cheryl Hall who administered our finances throughout the year. 

 

Even though we’ve had a reduction of $9,713 for the year, we continue to have a healthy balance 
sheet with $133,890 ($59,516 in checking and $74,373 in the money market account) in current 
assets.  Of that amount, $77,700 (a $16,457 increase) is for our Dedicated Accounts.  The re-
maining $56,190 (a $26,170 decrease) is available for our General Fund. 

 

We set high expectations for contributions to grow our ministry.  Our budgeted receipts were 
$304,500, which included a $20,000 transfer from Dedicated Accounts and an additional $20,000 
carry-over from 2015 for parking lot repaving that had been planned in 2015 but not completed. 
Thus, congregation contributions were anticipated to be $263,000.  Actual donations totaled 
$226,333 ($36,667 below anticipated). $10,639 was transferred from Dedicated Accounts – the 
actual cost of parking lot paving.  Total income for the year was $241,670, $62,830 less than an-
ticipated. 

 

Annual expenses were $270,778 compared to a budget of $304,298. Costs were managed re-
sulting in a $33,520 underspend.  The result is cost exceeded income by $29,310. 

 

Our Dedicated Accounts are designated for specific purposes, such as memorials, youth activi-
ties, food pantry, etc., and includes the value of the Endowment Fund.  The current balance of 
our Dedicated Accounts is $237,013 (an increase of $61,108). Joe Freshnock demonstrated his 
love of God and Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church by contributing $49,345 from his estate.  
$10,660 has been designated for the ongoing support and maintenance of the Columbarium and 
$37,040 was added to the Endowment Fund.  The remaining $1,645 is in Memorials.  The En-
dowment Fund balance is $160,419*, an increase of $45,321*.  $7,610 resulted from contribu-
tions and investment return and $37,040 from Joe Freschnock’s estate. 

 

An audit was conducted by Lori Luikart, Sally Werner and Terry “Butch” Berg on January 14, 
2017.  A separate report showing activities and any findings will be provided.  Thanks to Lori, Sal-
ly and Butch for their work. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Erich Drochner 

Financial Secretary     *Correction of Endowment Fund balance. Was $159,314 and 
$44,651 respectively. 
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Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church (BSLC)- Congregational Meeting 

January 22, 2017 

 

The meeting was called to order at 12:15 p.m. by the council president. 

(Forty-six members signed in). 

Opening devotions were made by Pastor Mark Galbraith. 

A motion was made, seconded and passed to accept the minutes from the last two congregational meetings. 

 

New Business:  

A request was made for a volunteer to complete the Nominating Committee. Bob Roulston volunteered. Existing nomi-
nees were Kevin Krallman (who will be going off the Council at the end of 2017) and Spencer Berry. A motion was made 
to accept all three nominees, seconded and passed unanimously.  

 

Election of Mission Assembly Voting Members- the nomination of voting members was opened to the floor with self-
nominations welcomed. Self-nominees were Greg Rohloff, Judy Rohloff, Carolyn Kelly, and Linda Allen. A discussion 
ensued as to whether the church bylaws and constitution required a male and a female representative. These docu-
ments do not address such requirements. A motion was made to accept the four nominees and then move forward with 
a vote for the two voting members. The motion was seconded and passed. A written ballot was held to elect two mem-
bers to represent BSLC as voting members. The voting members will be Carolyn Kelly and Linda Allen. The Assembly 
will be in April in Plano, Texas. 

 

Election of Panhandle Conference Voting Members- Tanya and Spencer Berry were nominated to attend the Panhandle 
Conference as voting members representing BSLC. The nomination was accepted, seconded and approved unani-
mously by a vote. 

The 2017 Council was installed. 

 

Treasurer’s report- Erich Drochner presented a corrected written report to the balance in the Endowment Fund. A motion 
was made to accept the Treasurer’s report with the correction. The motion was seconded and passed unanimously. 

 

An audit was performed of the church’s finances and financial procedures; the report is pending completion. 

 

Call Committee Update- Biff Flatt reported that the Call Committee had convened 1 year ago to begin the process of 
calling a pastor. Currently, the Committee will recommend two candidates (a shared call, one FTE) to the Council. If the 
council accepts the recommendation, the two candidates will come to Amarillo on February 2-5 to meet with the Call 
Committee, the Council on Saturday and preside over the service on Sunday. The Call Committee has conducted two 
skype interviews thus far with the couple, who currently reside in Hawaii. One trip is logistically prudent and cost-
effective. Council will determine if there will be one service on February 5

th
 and the venue for lunch. 

 

Pastor Mark provided an update on his call process. He is in conversation and under consideration with a number of 
different churches, Presbyterian, at this time. He thanked BSLC for their kindness, support and asks for  continued pray-
ers. 

 

A motion was made to formally thank the outgoing council member-D’Ann Berry, Carol Froeschle, Greg Rohloff and 
Spencer Berry for their service to BSLC. The motion was seconded, and passed unanimously. 

The meeting was adjourned at 1:00 p.m.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Susan O’Shaughnessy 

Council Secretary 
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Continued from page 1 

Where is St Valentine Buried? 

 St Valentine is the patron of love, young people and happy marriages. Legend has it that 
Valentine's body was buried just north of Rome, however there are many places around the world 
which claim to have St Valentine's relics. His skull is on display in Rome and in Dublin; a casket is 
said to contain holy relics of the saint. At this church each year on 14 February, a special mass is 
held dedicated to young people and all those in love. Pictures of St Valentine generally show him 
as a kindly figure, often surrounded by birds and roses. 

14 February - Saint Valentine's Feast Day 

 St Valentine's official feast day was first held on 14 February in the year 496. At the time 
this feast day was chosen to replace a pagan practice which the Christian Church was trying to 
stamp out. It wasn't until the Middle Ages that St Valentine was connected with courtly love. Poets 
such as Geoffrey Chauncer built on the legends surrounding St Valentine and began the tradition 
of associating Saint Valentine with romantic love that we celebrate today. 

The High Court of Love 

 During medieval times, a High Court of Love was established in Paris on Saint Valentine's 
Day. Judges were chosen by women, depending on their ability to recite poetry. These judges 
dealt with issues around marriage contracts and with acts of violence against women. 

St Valentine the Patron Saint of Love 

 Representing love, young people and happy marriages, St Valentine's Day became the day 
for exchanging love messages. The earliest known love notes were written on handmade cards, 
often with extravagant verses of poetry describing how much the recipient was loved. These beau-
tiful creations were elaborately decorated with pictures, lace and ribbons and were treasured items 
kept for many years.  

 Over time, the tradition of sending cards became more widespread as postage services and 
printing improved. Books were published about how to write sentimental poetry to your lover for 
Valentine's Day. Cards were often sent anonymously, giving the recipient the thrill of guessing the 
identity of the sender. Poems and simple gifts such as flowers were also sent, and today flowers 
are the most popular of St Valentine gifts. 

Saint Valentine in the 21st Century 

 Modern day Saint Valentine traditions are similar to those in the past, although the tradition 
has grown to include spending special time with loved ones. It is expected that couples will do 
something together on Valentine's Day, such as have a romantic dinner. The early custom of asso-
ciating Saint Valentine with a rose has survived today, with a single red rose being identified with 
love and romance.  

 Prayers are still said to St Valentine as the patron saint of love. Catholics offer prayers and 
thanks for loving families and friends and couples ask for the saint's blessing of their lives together. 

Today St Valentine's Day is second only to Christmas for the large numbers of cards exchanged 
and it is a multi-million dollar business. From humble beginnings, St Valentine is featured in films, 
songs and literature and today can even be found on Facebook. 

 May our celebrations and gestures of love this month reflect God’s extravagant, reckless, 
costly, persistent, gracious, surprising love God has for us in Jesus our Savior 

In Partnership, 

 

Pastor Mark 
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NOTES 

 

To start the prayer chain:  
Call Marilyn Waugh at 342-
0662. 

 

If you would like the pastor 
to visit or call you or to put 
your prayer request into the 
church’s prayers in the 
weekly bulletin, call the 
church office.  

 

    KEENAGERS  

Wednesday  

February 1 at noon 

 

This is a fun group of 55 
and older who meet the 
first Wednesday lunch 
and fellowship. Anyone 
55 or older that wishes 
to join us, please do so.   
 

 

 

Meetings this Month…………………………... 
 

 

Sewing Group meets Mondays between 4:00-8:00 pm. 

 

Council Retreat—Saturday, February 4 at 9:00 am 

 

Ramp Project meets on Saturday, Feb. 11 14 at 8:30 am. 

  

Martha Circle meets Monday, February 13  at 9:30 am. 

 

Book Club meets Monday, February 20 at 9:30 am. 

 

Council meets Monday, February 20 16 at 7:00 pm. 

 

Men’s Breakfast is Saturday, February 18 at 8:30 am 

 

Balance Class meets Tuesdays, February 7, 14, 21 & 28 

PRAYER & THANKS GIVING 

 

We keep in our prayers……. 

We Keep Beautiful Savior’s Call Committee in our prayers with 

the work they are doing in our search for a new pastor.  
 

Congratulations to Whitney & Jeff  Mueller on the birth of their 

son, Braxton. 

 
(See a complete list of those we are praying for in your Sunday bulletin.) 

“ 
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Snack Pak 4 Kids is on a mission. 
To end weekend hunger for children living in the Tex-
as Panhandle by providing a backpack filled with kid-
friendly snacks each Friday of the school year. 

-Pack Bags for Backpacks 

Every other Tuesday night 
at 5:45pm, as many as 
150 volunteers gather to 
pack more than 4,300 
bags. Our warehouse is 
located in Amarillo at 2406 
SW 3rd.  

Packing Dates: 

2017 - February 7 & 21, March 7 & 21, April 4 & 18, 
and May 2 & 16 

- See more at: 
http://snackpak4kids.org/volunteer#sthash.RdF2HI0S.
dpuf 

 

 

 

 

 

 

02/06 Ross Krallman 

02/07 Pete Petersen 

02/10 Dale Thompson 

02/13 Carl Galub 

02/14 Jennifer Houchins 

02/17 Diane Wisker 

02/18 Ann Coberley 

02/20 Joe Froeschle 

02/21 Wally Herpich 

   Regina Kahn 

02/22 Ingrid Owen 

02/23 Jane Roulston 

02/24 Donna Nuss 

 

Pancake Supper Planned   

February 28
th
 at 6:00 pm.   

 

Make plans to come and stuff yourself on pancakes and  

fellowship. 
 

Suggested donation of $5 will go to the Helping Hand Fund . 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 

10-12 pm Food 
Pantry 

 

KEENAGERS 

2 3 4 

9am-1pm   
Council Retreat  

5 

Worship              

10:00 

Pot-luck 
Lunch 11:00 

6 

 

 

 

4-8pm  

Sewing 

7 

 

1pm Balance 
Class 

 

7pm Choir 

8 

10-12 pm Food 
Pantry 

9 10 11 

8:30 Ramp 
Builders 

9-11 am MOPS 

12 

Worship              

8:30/11:00 

SS 9:45 

13 

9:30  Martha’s 
Circle  

 

4-8pm  

Sewing 

14 

 

1pm Balance 
Class 

 

7pm Choir 

15 

10-12 pm Food 
Pantry 

16 17 18 

 

8:30 Men’s 
Breakfast 

19 

Worship              

8:30/11:00 

SS 9:45 

20 

Office Closed 

9:30 Book Club 

4-8pm  

Sewing 

7pm Council  

21 

 

1pm Balance 
Class 

 

7pm Choir 

22 

10-12 pm Food 
Pantry 

23 24 25 

 

9-11 am MOPS 

26 

Worship              

8:30/11:00 

SS 9:45 

27 

 

 

 

4-8pm  

Sewing 

28 

1pm Balance 
Class 

6:00 Pancake 
Supper 

 

7pm Choir 

    

February 2017 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH 

3500 Bowie          

Amarillo, Texas  79109 

February 2017                  

 

 

              Return Service Requested  

                                          

                                                                                

    

 

 

     

  

                

                 

Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church 

3500 S Bowie 

Amarillo, Texas 79109 

Office - (806) 359-9483     FAX - (806) 359-9484     E-mail - beautifulsavioramarillo@gmail.com 

Web - www.beautifulsavioramarillo.org   

Office Hours - Monday thru Thursday, 9:00AM-12:00PM, 1:00-3:00PM (closed during the noon 
hour) 

                         Friday, 9:00AM- 12:00 PM 

Sunday Schedule - 8:30 and 11:00 AM  Worship Services with Holy Communion 

                                 9:45 Sunday School for all ages  

 

Staff: Mark Galbraith, Interim Pastor, Cheryl Hall, Office Manager; Marsha Moller, Music Director; 
       

Church Council:  Kevin Krallman, President;  Joe Froeshle, VP; Tanya Berry, Education;              
Linda Allen, Evangelism; Richard Owen, Fellowship; Erich Drochner, Finance; David Roulston, 
Stewardship; Greg Hinders Social Concerns; Keith Rosenthal, Property; Andrea Schmidt, Youth;              
Laurie Dale, Worship; Susan O'Shaughnessy, Secretary  

 

  facebook.com/BeautifulSaviorAmarillo 

 

mailto:beautifulsaviorlc@amaonline.com

