
 

We have started in-person worship, and it is a joy to be back in the sanctu-
ary as a congregation. The experience is different than our pre-pandemic 
worship but that is part of our phasing into a new normal that will be with us 
for quite some time. That will be with us until the pandemic is more under 
control. 
 
This has been a challenging four or five months since the pandemic 
changed our everyday lives. We are all weary from all of the change, stress, 
and fear that has filled much of this time. 
 
In the midst of all of this we might have wondered if God has remained with 
us through the struggles, change, stress, and fear that has marked this sea-
son of life. 
 
Paul wrote to the Christians in Rome: 

 
38 

For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rul-
ers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 

39 
nor height, 

nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate 
us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. – Romans 8:38–39 
(NRSV) 

 
Paul was telling the Roman Christians that nothing that they would ever go 
through would ever separate them from God, and God’s love and care for 
them. 
 
We find that a comfort in these trying times living through a pandemic, pro-
tests, divisions across the nation, and even our church life being so radical-
ly changed. Paul is telling us that nothing, not even struggles, change, 
stress, fear, pandemic, protests, divisions – nothing can separate us from 
God. God is with us and for us in the midst of all of this and more. God’s 
love is for us even when it is hard to even think that God is here now, that 
God continues loving us. 
 
Nothing can separate us from God and God’s love for us and the world! We 
will continue to make it through whatever lies ahead. We rejoice in worship-
ping together in-person or through video. God loves us and the world. God 
is with us always. God’s love is with us and for us now and forevermore. 
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BSLC Church Reopening 
07/21/20 

 
The Church Council met on Monday, July 20 and made the decision to reopen our church for all ac-
tivities and ministries. We naturally urge all those who come to church, either for worship or to par-
ticipate in any other activity, to observe the standard Covid-19 safety guidelines of washing hands 
and using hand sanitizers often, wearing a mask, and socially distancing. Those who consider 
themselves to be in a high risk category should carefully evaluate their attendance and may choose 
to continue watching worship services from home. Our decision is intended to bring our church back 
to life and you should feel free to come to church and participate in any church activity or ministry 
just as in the past. Those who lead these activities feel free to call your participants and schedule 
the meetings. Please use your best judgement with your activities and follow the recommended 
safety guidelines. We believe it is time to participate as you are comfortable. 

 
•  Sunday worship service will continue at 9:30 a.m. and Wednesday worship will start again on 

7/29 at 7:00 p.m. The Wednesday services will continue without interruption as long as needed. 
• At this time please continue to register for the worship service of your choice. Remember you 

can do this online or just call Cheryl in the office. 
• Keenagers should not resume with the usual potluck at this time just to be careful. But small 

groups may want to organize an outdoor lunch and bring your own food as a way to visit and in-
teract with church family. 

• Fellowship after Sunday morning worship (coffee only) can be outside in the shade or in the new 
pergola area. We would like to avoid large group gatherings. Fellowship Committee will plan any 
event to be as safe as possible for attendees. We want to avoid serving food at this time. 

• Communion will begin on Sunday, August 2 and will also be available during Wednesday ser-
vices. We will be utilizing prefilled communion cups w/wafers.  We are going to serve only grape 
juice at this time to be cost efficient and practical. We will remain in the pew and not go to the 
altar. Altar Guild will determine exact procedures. 

• Sunday school and choir practice does not normally meet during the summer but will resume in 
September. 

• We will be working to find the safest way to reopen the Food Pantry. 

We had a really good discussion about this and decided our church should reflect the community 
we live in today. It is no higher risk than shopping or dining out or going over to visit with friends. 
And if you do not do that yet, you can make the same cautious decision about attending church. But 
you should have that option. 
 
No one knows how long we will need to follow these types of safety guidelines and we all prefer to 
attend church the way we have in the past. Reading the daily case reports is a reminder that Covid-
19 is going to be here, perhaps for a long time, so we make the best of it and focus on taking care 
of ourselves and each other. The most important thing is we are able to continue worshipping to-
gether and enjoying the fellowship of our church family which we have all missed so much.  
 
Thank you all for your continued patience, cooperation, and prayers of support. 
 
Blessings, 
 
BSLC Church Council 
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  Treasurer's Report  
 
 June of Fiscal Year 2020 
  
  

 June Year-to-date Year-to-date  

Income         Actual                    Budget 
   

  

 GENERL FUND ENVELOPE  16,697.63  118,633.53  125,250.00   
  
  
  
  
      

 GENERAL FUND LOOSE  0.00  450.00         874.98  

  16,697.63         119,083.53  126,124.98   
   
      

 BUILDING USE  0.00   532.50        625.02   
  
    
 MISCELLANEOUS  0.00    60.00       150.00   

  0.00  592.50        775.02  
  
                                                               Total Income                 16,697.63                         119,676.03 126,900.00   
 

 Expense 
   
                                                          Total Expense                10,365.25                  92,937.91                 125,496.21   
 
  
                                                       Income Less Expense             6,332.38                            26,738.12      1,403.79 

BSLC 
Treasurer's Summary  

 
For the month of June our income was $16,697.63 on a budget of $21, 150.00.  Income was $4452.37 
below budget for the month. Our expenses were $10,365.25 on a budget of $18,613.78 which was 
$8,248.53 under budgeted expenses (our quarterly payment of $5,601.25 for Church Mutual Insurance 
was made this month). Pastors and Staff salaries and Utilities costs are still coming out of the Paycheck 
Protection Program(PPP) Loan and will continue until that money is all used.  And the income for June 
was $6,332.38 more than expenses. Giving was down some in May and more in June. With getting back 
to in person Worship, I pray that the giving will start to increase back to normal levels. We need to begin 
replenishing the Dedicated account funds that were used to help pay for the HVAC/Roofing repairs pro-
ject, but with giving down, that will be challenging. We also need to start funding the Church Insurance 
Deductible dedicated account fund as well, so as you see, we do have a lot to make up. If giving gets 
back to more normal levels we can easily get these funded. Payments for the HVAC/Roofing repair pro-
ject are all completed. We received a $1500.00 donation to our Church from Amarillo Air Masters! This is 
such a gracious gift and an unexpected surprise!!! I am thankful to a good and gracious God and for all 
you that continue to believe in and support Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church in Amarillo. That, along with 
the continued wise management of spending have kept us and will continue to keep us financially 
healthy! 
 
My prayer is for God to continue to keep all of our Members and families and friends safe and healthy as 
our nation and area continue to be challenged with the COVID-19 crisis. All the more reason for us to 
keep our faith strong and continue to support our Congregation and community!  
 
I am always open for questions or clarification  if needed. 
 
D'Ann Berry 
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Luther’s Small Catechism Review August 2020 

 
This month, we continue our review of Luther’s Small Catechism by looking at the third article of the 
Apostles’ Creed, which is “I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.” 
 
Luther’s response to the question “What does this mean?” is as follows: “I 
believe that by my own understanding or strength I cannot believe in Jesus 
Christ my Lord or come to him, but instead the Holy Spirit has called me 
through the gospel, enlightened me with his gifts, made me holy and kept me 
in the true faith, just as he calls, gathers, enlightens, and makes holy the 
whole Christian church on earth and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one 
common, true faith.  Daily in this Christian church the Holy Spirit abundantly 
forgives all sins – mine and those of all believers.  On the last day the Holy Spirit will raise me and all the 
dead and will give to me an all believers in Christ eternal life.  This is most certainly true.” 
 
Luther did not believe that any of us can make a personal decision to follow Christ of our own free will.  
Instead, it was his understanding that the Holy Spirit calls us, gives us gifts, makes us holy, and keeps us 
in the true faith.  It is the Holy Spirit active in us that makes faith possible and sustains it.  This same 
Spirit daily forgives all sins, and will raise us to eternal life. 
 
Some people are confused by the wording in the creed which says we believe in “the holy catholic 
church.”  This does not refer to the Roman Catholic Church, but rather to the universal Christian church; 
“catholic” with a small “c” is simply another word for universal. 
 
This concludes the section of the catechism on the Apostles’ Creed.  Next month, we will start to look at 
Luther’s explanation of the Lord’s Prayer. 

Pastor Wendi to lead Social Statements Class Next Month 
 
Pastor Wendi will be leading a five-week class looking at some of the ELCA’s social statements starting 
Saturday, August 1

st
 at from 10 – 11 AM via Zoom.  All church members for whom we have an email ad-

dress will be emailed the link to join the class.  This is a great opportunity to learn more about what the 
ELCA teaches regarding various issues, and to share your own views. 
 
Participants are asked to read the social statements prior to class; these statements can be found at 
https://www.elca.org/faith/faith-and-society/social-statements.  Social Statements have all been adopted 
by a two-thirds majority at ELCA Churchwide Assemblies.  Classes will cover the following statements: 
 
Sat. Aug. 1 – “Race, Ethnicity, and Culture” 
Sat. Aug. 8 – “Church in Society” 
Sat. Aug. 15 – “Sexism” 
Sat. Aug. 22 – “Health and Health Care” 
Sat. Aug. 29 – “Human Sexuality” 
 
 

https://www.elca.org/faith/faith-and-society/social-statements


 

08/07 Kenneth Berry 

08/12 Audrey Taylor 

 John Krallman  

08/18 Janice Gates 

08/21 Marsha Moller 

08/25 Keith Rosenthal 

08/28 Carla Nuss 

08/31 Alex Sanchez 

 Noah Sanchez 

 

If you would like one of the 
pastors to visit or call you or to 
put your prayer request into 
the church’s prayers in the 
weekly bulletin or on the pray-
er chain, call the church office 
at 359-9483. 
  
To join the prayer chain by 
email, contact the church    
office.  

Together We Pray 
 Please pray for: 
 
Ruth Holman as she 
was recently  
hospitalized.  
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Others are in need of our continued 
prayers.  For a complete list of those 
we are actively praying for see your 
Sunday bulletins and/or email or 
weekly mail. 

 
Wanda Garcia would like to thank everyone who shared 
their prayers and cards with her during her recent hospitali-
zation. 
 

 
Update on AVM surgery for Marlon Omar Cutzel.  Our 
young friend from Guatemala has completed his 4th surgery 
for his life threatening malformation on his head and 
eye.  They were very successful in removing the malformed 
veins and arteries and he will still have vision in the eye that 
was effected.  However, there was no way they could restore a 
functioning eyelid for him on that eye.  Marlon is very pleased 
and we pray this will be his final surgery and he will have a full 
and productive future.  Marlon, his family, and Child Outreach 
International wish to thank all off you who helped make this 
miracle possible. 
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Images in the Readings 

 
The most common biblical image for divine mercy is food. In Genesis 1, the plants and trees that God 
created are given to humans as food. Ancient narratives told of God providing food during famine. The 
Israelites’ memories of their nomadic years recalled a miraculous food, manna, which God sent to keep 
them alive in the wilderness. Religious rules commanded the faithful to share their food with the hungry 
and to abstain from eating with the wicked. Disobedience was met with the punishment of deprivation of 
food. The people of Israel themselves were likened to food that God has planted. Food or no food was 
central to all the primary religious festivals of the Old Testament. Poems described the law of God as if it 
is nourishing food. Christ was born in Bethlehem, which means “house of bread.” In John’s metaphoric 
theology, Christ says, “I am the bread of life.” We need food to live, and Christians have each week 
served out the word and the sacrament as the food that Christ continues to distribute to those of us who 
are hungry. 

 

The oracle from Isaiah includes wine as one of the foodstuffs that God gives away freely. Wine was not 
only the safest drink in the ancient world, but it signifies communal celebration, as if the alcohol symboliz-
es the Spirit that alters the human body into unity with others around the table. However the church has 
often been stingy with its wine: only the smallest sip is granted, or none at all, and since 1869, when 
Thomas Welch invented grape juice, wine has sometimes been replaced with a tamer drink.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the gospel reading for Sunday, August 2, Jesus feeds the multitude with only a little bread. He is still 
doing this: come to worship, to hear this blessing and to eat the food that our Savior gives to us.  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

Psalm 138:1 

 1I will give thanks to you, O Lord, with  my whole heart; 
  before the gods I will  sing your praise. 
 

2 

 

9:30 am  

Worship 

3 4 5 

 

 

7:00 pm 

Worship 

6 7 8 

9 

 

9:30 am  

Worship 

10 11 12 

 

7:00 pm 

Worship 

13 14 15 

16 

 

9:30 am  

Worship 

17 

 

 

7 pm 

Council 

18 19 

 

 

7:00 pm 

Worship 

20 21 22 

23 

 

9:30 am  

Worship 

24 25 26 

 

 

7:00 pm 

Worship 

27 28 29 

30 

 

9:30 am  

Worship 

31  

August 2020 

Friendship is being with the other in joy and sor-
row, even when we cannot increase the joy or 
decrease the sorrow. It is a unity of souls that 
gives nobility and sincerity to love. Friendship 
makes all of life shine brightly. —Henri Nouwen  
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BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH 
3500 Bowie, Amarillo, Texas 79109 
 
Office - (806) 359-9483    E-mail - beautifulsavioramarillo@gmail.com 
Web - www.beautifulsavioramarillo.org 

Office Hours - Monday thru Thursday, 9:00AM-12:00PM, 1:00-3:00PM (closed during the noon hour)  
Friday, 9:00AM- 12:00 PM 
 
Staff: Steve Brauner, Wendi Gordon, Pastors; Cheryl Hall, Office Manager;  
Marsha Moller,  Music Director;    
     
Church Council:  Biff Flatt, President;  Chuck Jacobson, VP; Kendra Massey, Education/Youth;   
Ingrid Owen,  Fellowship, Rita De Mar Evangelism; Lorryane Vogel, Social Concerns; D’Ann Berry, 
Treasurer; Keith Rosenthal,  Property; Linda Allen, Worship; Laurie Dale, Secretary  
 

mailto:beautifulsaviorlc@amaonline.com

