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BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR 
LUTHERAN CHURCH  

 

Our congregation       
celebrates  

communion at each 
service. 

 

8:30 a.m.  

Regular Services 

 

Coffee—Fellowship Hall 

 

9:45 a.m.  

Sunday school for all ages 

 

11:00 am  

Regular Services 

 

Wednesday Services during  

Advent 

7:00pm 

 

 
 

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  

  GOOD NEWS!
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God’s Beloved People: 
 

“Ah Christmas!” A line spoken by a character in a musical melodrama 
I performed in, “Scrooged in Astoria”, in Astoria OR.  

 

It’s here again…the lights adorning homes, parks, businesses, down-
towns, living rooms, the traditions, homecomings, festive gatherings and 
family traditions, the music…oh the music….hymns, carols, concerts, 
stage shows….! That is probably my favorite part of the season. The 
giving, receiving and sharing. We are in a weeks-long preparation and 
celebration of the King of Kings and Lord of Lords! I’m totally good with 
increasingly singing carols and hymns during the season of Advent, as 
part of the preparation. Why not? Let’s enjoy all aspects of this most 
blessed seasons of the year in all it’s fullness. 

 

The Reason for the Season speaks for itself. I found this reading, from 
Paul Bellen-Boyer, for your reflection during this month:  

 

“Christmas! It's a time we celebrate. The harvest festivals have 
edged into a "last hurrah," in the face of the long cold nights of 
winter. The season's images (in the north at least) include a warm 
hearth, lights decorating home and streets, rich foods, and gifts 
wrapped up brightly to be even more special. 

 

The church, too, is decorated with pine boughs and bright red poinsetti-
as, with elaborate manger scenes, Christmas pageants, white and gold 
paraments. And Christmas Eve services are often a "dress up" occa-
sion.  

 

The Feast of the Incarnation is justly celebrated with the best we have to 
offer, with gold and exotic spices.  

 

Yet sometimes I think that we might instead put out tattered altar cloths, 
and light only the barest stub of a candle. When I think of the Christmas 
stories that affect me the most, they're not tales of glory and bright shiny 
things under the tree – but of the glory and radiance that shine forth 
when love comes to dwell in seemingly unlikely places. 

Continued on page 8 
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The Congregational Coun-
cil met on November 21, 
2016. Present: Kevin Krall-
man,  D’Ann Berry, Pastor 
Galbraith, Spencer Berry, 
Tanya Berry, Laurie Dale, 
Linda Allen, Carole 
Froeschle, Greg Hinders, 
Greg Rohloff, Andrea 
Schmidt, and Cheryl Hall   
Absent: Erich Drochner,    
Susan O’Shaughnessy    

 

New Business 
  The council met with 
Chenne Adfuso of Amarillo 
Elite Sports LLC. The group 
will have use of the BSLC 
gym beginning in January 
2017, Monday through Friday 
evenings from 6:00 pm to 
9:00 pm, with the exception 
of when BSLC activities are 
scheduled.  At the end of 
their basket ball season a re-
newal of agreement will be 
deliberated.  The agreement 
is in the condition that the all 
policies of BSLC for use of 
our facilities will be adhered 
to.  

Any member of Amarillo Elite 

Sports LLC that has access 
to church facilities or that su-
pervises children on the 
premises of BSLC is required 
to have a background check 
on file with the church.   
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 Council will meet on Dec. 12. 
New council members for 2017 
are invited to attend.   

  The Annual Congregational 
meeting in January will be Sun-
day, January 22 at 12:15.  

 D’Ann Berry added to the 
agenda a reminder to all council 
members to be diligent and 
careful in spending of church 
funds.  Giving is under budget 
and our goal is to come under 
budget in our expenses.   

  Pastor Galbraith has arranged 
for 2 local actresses (Angela 
Hope and Belle Guillory) to pre-
sent a series of “Mary Mono-
logues” on November 30, and 
December 7, 14, and 21.  

 

Old Business—Juanita Ruiz 
scheduled date of hire for the 
janitor position has been 
changed to December 1, 2016.   

 
Pastor’s Report—Christmas 
Eve Celebration with Holy Com-
munion will be at 7:30 pm  & 
9:30 pm  

Christmas Morning a 9-9:30 am  
Devotion Service of Carols, 
Scripture, Message, and Prayer. 
No Holy Communion.  

New Year’s Day’s Service we 
will have one service at 9:30 am 
with fellowship afterwards  

 

Education—The Children’s 
Christmas program is sched-
uled for December 18 be-
tween services.  Lessons for 
next season’s Sunday school 
are ordered. 

Fellowship  - We hosted a 
reception, on October 30

th
 to 

celebrate the affirmation of 
baptism of 6 youth. Thanks 
Tanya, Kendra and D’Ann 
Berry for helping with the re-
ception.  
 
Thank you to Gene Reneau, 
and George and Melisha Sell  
for stepping up and organiz-
ing and preparing the break-

fast for the blood drive. 
 
We getting ready for the 
Wednesday night potluck din-
ners! 

 

 A big thank you to all of 
those that have helped in 
small ways with setting up 
and cleaning up for fellowship 
related events! 

 
Social Concerns— 191 peo-
ple were fed through the food 
pantry in October.  The ramp 
builders took a break since 
the Panhandle area was out 
of funds.  The sewing group 
took a partial break in Octo-
ber.  Meals on Wheels contin-
ued scheduled deliveries. 
BSLC participation in the 
SP4K is down.   
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October 2016 
 

Cash equivalent asset balance at the end of Oc-
tober is $136,710 ($6,895 decrease for the 
year).  The value of investments in our Endow-
ment Fund is $159,135 ($44,475 increase for 
the year). 

 

October donations to our General Budget were 
$19,185 compared to our anticipated amount of 
$21,595.  Total Year-to-Date income is 
$205,890 compared to our anticipated amount 
of $264,445.  The anticipated amount had a 
$20,000 transfer from Dedicated Accounts for 
the parking lot paving.  Only the actual cost of 
$10,640 was transferred.  In addition, we had a 
$20,000 carryover from 2015.  So, for compari-
son purposes, the actual should be compared to 
$235,085.   The shortfall in donations relative to 
anticipated is $29,190.  Contributions to Dedi-
cated Accounts were $2,920.  Total receipts for 
October were $22,155. 

 

Expenses for October were $24,360 compared 
to a budgeted amount of $28,040.  Year-to-date 
Expenditures from the General Fund are 
$230,370 compared to a budget of $260,290. 

 

Dedicated Accounts expenditures were $1,420. 

 

General Fund expenses for October exceeded 
income by $5,125.  YTD expenditures exceeded 
income by $24,475. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Erich Drochner 

Finance Chair 

 

 

Council report continued from page 2 

 
 

Property— We have been busy replacing 
lights around the church.  Blinds were in-
stalled in the den at the parsonage.   

 

Worship— Altar Guild held there semi-
annual meeting in October.  The Advent 
schedule has been set. The church will be 
decorated on Dec. 3

rd
 at 10:00 am. Lunch 

will follow.  All people are invited to come 
and help.   

 

We still need the congregation members to 
sign up for worship leader positions,. Signup 
sheets are outside the sacristy  

 

Youth The Youth’s Fall Carnival on October 

29
th 

was a success.   The Christmas cards 

for US soldiers will be mailed. 
. 
   

 

We all know someone like “that”. 
They've got everything they want. Or at 
least they don’t need anything that 
makes sense for you to give them.  
You'll shop for hours, finally choose 
something and on Christmas morning 
you won't be sure if they like it or not.  

Maybe it's time to consider a gift in their 
honor to someone who really needs and 
wants it. Maybe it's to a cause they care 
about, or that you do. Think about one 
of our Lutheran agencies. ELCA Malaria 
Campaign, ELCA World Hunger, HIV 
and AIDS Ministry, Lutheran Disaster 
Response, Lutheran Immigration and 
Refugee Service, Lutheran Social Ser-
vices. These agencies do amazing work 
and your gift also helps define who we 
are as Lutherans.  People of the word, 
alive in our faith. 
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NOTES 

 

To start the prayer chain:  
Call Marilyn Waugh at 342-
0662. 

 

If you would like the pastor 
to visit or call you or to put 
your prayer request into the 
church’s prayers in the 
weekly bulletin, call the 
church office.  

 

    KEENAGERS  

Wednesday  

December 7 at noon 

Catered lunch bring 
$6 dollars 

This is a fun group of 55 
and older who meet the 
first Wednesday lunch 
and fellowship. Anyone 
55 or older that wishes 
to join us, please do so.   
 

 

Meetings this Month…………………………... 
 

 

Sewing Group meets Mondays between 4:00-8:00 pm. 

 

Ramp Project meets on Saturday, Dec. 10 at 8:30 am. 

  

MOPS meets 9—11 am on Saturday, December 10 

 

Martha Circle/Book Club meets at the home of Karen Her-
pich, 5 Windsor Road (Bishop Hills). Time:  9:30-11:30 
come and go, on Monday, Dec. 12th. 

 

Birth Narratives—Tuesdays 9:30 am & Thursdays 7:00 pm 

 

Council meets Monday, December 12 at 7:00 pm. 

 

 

PRAYER & THANKS GIVING 

 

We keep in our prayers……. 

We Keep Beautiful Savior’s Call Committee in our prayers as they 

continue our search for a new pastor.  

 

Congratulations to Fred & Marian Snyder on their 60th wedding 
anniversary on December 15. 

 

Biff Flatt was hospitalized in November. He is home now and 
doing well in his recovery. 

 

Condolences to Diane Wisker on the death of her Aunt Esther. 

 
(See a complete list of those we are praying for in your Sunday bulletin.) 
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CHURCH WOMEN UNITED 

CHURCH WOMEN UNITED 
will have its December 
meeting at First Christian 
Church, 3001 Wolflin, Rob-
inson Chapel with a busi-
ness meeting at 10:00 a.m., 
followed by a covered dish 
luncheon.  The Amarillo Agencies 
sponsored by Church Women Unit-
ed will be honored guests.  This is 
an ecumenical group of ladies from 
many churches in Amarillo.  Please 
join us. 

 

ALL WOMEN OF OUR CHURCH are 
invited by the Martha Circle and the 
Book Club for Christmas fellowship at 
the Herpich's home.  Car pooling is rec-
ommended as parking is limited.  Bring 
a snack to be shared if you like.  Ad-
dress:  5 Windsor Road (Bishop Hills).  
Time:  9:30-11:30 come and go, Mon-
day, December 12th.  If you need a 
ride, leave a message with Cheryl Hall 
in the office.  ALL are welcome! 

Call Committee News 
 

The season of Advent is here.  As we antici-
pate the birth of Jesus, we also anticipate what 
great things God has in store for Beautiful Sav-
ior.  The Call Committee is waiting for recom-
mended pastor candidate profiles from the Syn-
od office.  We are thankful for the prayerful 
support of the congregation.   

 

Call Committee 

Biff Flatt:  352-8705 

flattbiff@gmail.com  

 

Christine Johnson:  467-2333 

chrissie65@sbcglobal.net 

 

John Hinders: 290-2595 

johnathan.hinders @gmail.com 

 

Jeff Antle 367-5902 

jlapaq5400@gmail.com 

 

Neal O’Shaughnessy: 352-6524 

theoshags@gmail.com 

 

Carolyn Kelly: 418-4119 

mamkelly@suddenlink.net 

 

Gracious accompanying God, the One 
in whom we live and move and have our 
being, give us a vision of the times of 
our lives, the new situations in which we 
live out our faith in Jesus. May we ask 
anew what it means to be the Church in 
our time, our place. And as we work to 
call a new pastor to our congregation, 
may we welcome according to your Spir-
it the one you are sending to us to lead 
us into the new days ahead. Amen. 

  

Thank you to all who par-

ticipated in Beautiful 

Savior’s Blood Drive on 

November 6 either by 

giving blood or  

monetary donations.   
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Snack Pak 4 Kids is on a mission. 
To end weekend hunger for children living in the Tex-
as Panhandle by providing a backpack filled with kid-
friendly snacks each Friday of the school year. 

-Pack Bags for Backpacks 

Every other Tuesday night 
at 5:45pm, as many as 
150 volunteers gather to 
pack more than 4,300 
bags. Our warehouse is 
located in Amarillo at 2406 
SW 3rd.  

Packing Dates: 

2016 - December 13 

2017 - January 10 & 24, February 7 & 21, March 7 & 
21, April 4 & 18, and May 2 & 16 

- See more at: 
http://snackpak4kids.org/volunteer#sthash.RdF2HI0S.
dpuf 

 

December Birthdays 
 

12/02 Linda Runkle 

12/04 Linda Allen 

   Mary Huckabee 

   Glenda Schueler 

   Bill Tietgens 

12/05 Jessica Berg 

12/08 Jeff Worley 

12/09 Harold Wisker 

12/10 Nadine Herber 

12/11 Judith Hanson 

12/12 Nichole Krallman 

12/13 Bea Kirkeeng 

12/15 Dustin Rosenthal 

12/21 Matney Moller 

12/28 Melinda Flatt 

12/31 Kenneth Huckabee 

Jesus is the Word 
 

To say that Jesus is the Word is another way of saying he is God speaking to us. 
While we struggle with our clumsy words, God needs only one Word to per-
fectly communicate the depth and mystery, the passion and the overwhelming 
grace of who he is. By that Word, Light became a living being. Manna became 
man. Wisdom became a person. In him, Life came to life; all that God is came 
to us in that One Final Word we call Jesus.  
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Fundraiser Scandinavian Style 

 

We received a Thrivent Action Team grant to offset our ex-
penses and will be raising food/money for holiday dinner 
provisions to be given out from the BSLC Food Pantry on 
12/21/16.  The fundraising meatball dinner will be $10/per-
son along with a food item donation for the food pantry din-
ners.   

 

Requested items for the food baskets are: small precooked 
hams, stuffing mixes, instant mashed potatoes or other 
boxed potatoes, canned sweet potatoes, dinner rolls 
(dozen/package)   

 

 

Other items to be included in the baskets that we already have on hand (do not need anymore): 
canned vegetables, jellied cranberries, canned peaches.   

 

We will have a table or basket set up in the narthex this month for people to donate if they want 
to bring items prior to our dinner.  Gene Reneau and I are the organizers of the event. We also 
would welcome volunteers to join our Thrivent Action Team and to assist with planning so any-
one that is interested should contact Gene at (806) 670-9666 or Christine at (806) 626-2004.  
Below is the information on our dinner: 

     

 

  Scandinavian Holiday Dinner Celebration 
 

Sunday, December 18
th
, 2016 at noon in BSLC gym 

Cost:  $10/person (kids under 3 are free) + 1 food item for holiday food 
baskets (or monetary donation to Helping Hand Fund) 

Menu:  Swedish meatballs, Mashed potatoes/gravy, Green beans, L efse, 
Rice pudding. Fresh vegetables/pickles, Holiday Punch/Iced 
Tea/Coffee/Egg Nog, Scandinavian Desserts & cookies 

  

Join the Thrivent Action Team. 

We will be having a “meatball-making” party in BSLC gym kitchen on 12/10/16 starting at 9am.  
Following the meatball preparation, the Thrivent Action Team members will be each making a 
Hardanger tree ornament to bring home.  Anyone is welcome to join our Thrivent Action Team 
and may contact Gene or Christine for more information.  We will also need team mem-
bers/volunteers for decorating on 12/17/16, making desserts, and clean-up. Thanks  

tel:%28806%29%20670-9666
tel:%28806%29%20626-2004
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Pastor’s article continued from page 1 
 

They may be sentimental images. When adversity throws strangers together and they discover in it 
a blessing. When an unexpected kindness becomes a saving moment of grace. When the rich and 
powerful are humbled at receiving a gift from one who is poor or outcast. When generosity breaks 
down barriers and food and stories are shared. When a long-lost soul finds their way home. Perhaps 
you have been part of moments like this in your life.  These are stories of Presence, when the holy 
breaks into the ordinary. 
 

The New Testament icon of the season is the Word made flesh, the living God come among us, as 
One of us. As the apostle marvels to Titus, "the grace of God has appeared" (Titus 2:11, NRSV). 
And this is not simply a good show, but God showing up, "bringing salvation to all." God's appear-
ance changes the world. Grace changes the situation we're in. It schools us in new ways of seeing, 
believing, and being. And these appearances of holiness in our lives become "the blessed hope and 
the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ" (2:13).  
 

Jesus came into the world not at the top, but at the bottom, and while you may justly see the glory of 
God in the immensity of creation and the grand things of human artistry, we do better to look in the 
forgotten corners of the earth and of human community. For God has always been in the redemption 
business: bringing light from darkness, calling unlikely people to remarkable things, hearing the 
prayer of slaves and foreigners, leading captives homeward.  
 

Like us. If we are honest with ourselves, we know that all our finery is fleeting. No one is that far 
from being told there is no room for us. We all have our manger moments. But by the grace of God, 
the blessing appears not only in the "best" place or to the "best" people – but in the right places and 
to the right people, the very ones ripe for redemption.  May the grace of God dwell in you this day, 
and shine forth forevermore.” 
 

Amen, and Amen!  

Merry Christmas, Partners in Ministry! Mark P Galbraith, Interim Pastor 

Two exciting events for the season of Advent: 
 

A Clear view of Jesus’ Birth . Join us for these four-week video teaching series on the birth narra-
tives of Jesus from a Middle Eastern perspective. Dr. Ken Bailey, who taught the Bible in the Middle 
East for over 40 years, brings this very unique, compelling, and refreshing perspective on these 
cherished biblical narratives we celebrate during the seasons of Advent and Christmas. Bring your-
self, a friend, and your Bibles to enjoy these compelling presentation and enriching conversation. 
This video teaching courses offered Sunday mornings during the Education Hour (9:45-10:45 am), 
also Tuesday mornings (9:30-11:00 am) and Thursday evenings (7:00-8:30 pm), all in the fireside 
room. 

Mid-week Advent Vesper Services with Holden Evening Prayer. We will gather Wednesday 
nights during the season of Advent for soup supper 6 PM followed by our vesper service is at 7 PM 
using Holden evening prayer. Featured will be a series of  “Mary Monologues”  as presented by two 
local actresses, Angela Hope and Belle Guillory . Angela works for the Amarillo Quarter Horse Soci-
ety and is a single mum of her precious 2-year old son Nicolias. Belle is a student at West Texas 
A&M University. Both are signed talent with Anderson Model & Talent Agency, and are very excited 
to help bring these compelling monologues to life. These monologues were created to help us un-
derstand the struggles, conflicts, and eventual joys Mary went through when she learned of the un-
expected news that she was to be the mother of the Savior. 
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A MATTER OF NOT FALLING MEANS A MATTER OF BALANCE! 

 

The Area Agency on Aging is offering a Balance Class on Tuesdays and Thurs-
days starting January 3, 2017.  Participants will learn tips on how to take care of 
themselves as Seniors and to learn how to keep from injury and falls. Instruction 
is free of charge and will be held here at the church.   

 

 The last class held in July 2015 was well received and reviews were outstanding. 

 

If you would be interested in participating in a balance class of this sort, please contact  Dorothy 
Bivens  or the church office asap so a class can be planned. 

Greetings, 
 

The Safeguarding God’s Children Committee is active and working to get all policy requirements 
current for all members who work with youth in our building and with our church.  The committee 
members serving faithfully are Andrea Schmidt, Youth Chair in Council, Michelle Jenkins, Ingrid 
Owen.   

 

Cheryl Hall is working closely with the committee and has been doing the background checks and 
she has created a tracking tool to ensure we get all individuals involved with youth are current and 
to help identify those who need to get current.  Cheryl’s role is critical to our success!  Back ground 
checks are well underway and should be pretty much completed in the next few weeks.   

 

Andrea Schmidt will be working to get an online training program in place that all those working with 
youth will need to complete.  We anticipate the online training to start in January 2017.  For those 
individuals that do not have access to a personal computer and internet, we will make access to 
complete the training at Beautiful Savior.  Please stay tuned for more information. 

 

In Christ, 

 

D’Ann Berry, VP 
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During Advent we come together each 
Wednesday night at 6:15 pm for supper. 
Bring your favorite soup or sandwiches 
to share.  

We meet in the church fellowship hall at      
6:15 pm for dinner.   The Holden Evening 
Prayer  will follow at 7:00 pm.  

 

 Wed., December 7  

 Wed., December 14 

 Wed., December 21 

Let’s get in the Spirit!  We will 
be decorating the church on 
December 3th at 10:00 a.m.  
Lunch will follow.  

      Children's Christmas Program                
Sunday, December 18 at 9:40 am 

   

Scandinavian Holiday Dinner  

Celebration 

Sunday, December 18th, 2016 
at noon in BSLC gym 

Christmas Eve                         

 Candlelight Services                                            

Saturday, December 24 at  7:30 

pm and at 9:30 pm 

Christmas Morning Service  

9:00 am 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

 

 

 
7:00 Birth 
Narratives 

2 3 

 

10 am Deco-
rate the 
Church & 
Lunch 

May the spirit of the Lord rest on us: wis-

dom, understanding, counsel, might, 

knowledge and fear of the Lord      

(Isaiah 11:2).  

4 

Worship              

8:30/11:00 

SS 9:45 

5 

 

 

 
4-8pm  

Sewing 

6 
9:30 Birth  
Narratives 

 

 

7pm Choir 

7  10-12 pm 
Food Pantry 

KEENAGERS 
 

6:15 Soup & 
Sandwich 

7:00 Holden 
Evening Prayer 

8 

 

 

 
7:00 Birth 
Narratives 

9 10 

 

9-11 MOPS 

11 

Worship              

8:30/11:00 

Cantata 

SS 9:45 

12 

9:30  

Martha’s 
Circle  

 

 

13 
9:30 Birth   
Narratives 

 

 

7pm Choir 

14 

10-12 pm Food 
Pantry 
 

6:15 Soup & 
Sandwich 

7:00 Holden 
Evening Prayer 

15 

 

 

 
7:00 Birth 
Narratives 

16 17 

18 

Worship              

8:30/11:00 

Christmas 
Program 

Scandinavi-
an Dinner 

19 

9:30 Book 
Club 

 
4-8pm  

Sewing 

20 
9:30 Birth  
Narratives 

 

 

7pm Choir 

21  

10-12 pm Food 
Pantry 
 

6:15 Soup & 
Sandwich 

7:00 Holden 
Evening Prayer 

22 

 

 

 
7:00 Birth 
Narratives 

23 

 

Office 

Closed 

24 

 

7:30 & 9:30 
Christmas 
Eve Services 

25 

9:00 Christ-
mas morn-
ing service 

26 

 

Office 

Closed 

27 

 

 

 

7pm Choir 

28 

10-12 pm Food 
Pantry 

29 30 

 

Office 

Closed 

31 

December 2016 
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Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church 

3500 S Bowie 

Amarillo, Texas 79109 

Office - (806) 359-9483     FAX - (806) 359-9484     E-mail - beautifulsavioramarillo@gmail.com 

Web - www.beautifulsavioramarillo.org   

Office Hours - Monday thru Thursday, 9:00AM-12:00PM, 1:00-3:00PM (closed during the noon 
hour) 

                         Friday, 9:00AM- 12:00 PM 

Sunday Schedule - 8:30 and 11:00 AM  Worship Services with Holy Communion 

                                 9:45 Sunday School for all ages  Staff, Mark Galbraith, Interim Pastor, Cheryl 
Hall, Office Manager; Marsha Moller, Music Director;        

Church Council:  Kevin Krallman, President;  D’Ann Berry, VP; Tanya Berry, Education;              
Linda Allen, Evangelism; Spencer Berry, Fellowship; Erich Drochner, Finance; Greg Rohloff, 
Stewardship; Greg Hinders Social Concerns; Carol Stovall, Property; Andrea Schmidt, Youth;              
Laurie Dale, Worship; Susan O'Shaughnessy, Secretary  

 

  facebook.com/BeautifulSaviorAmarillo 

 

mailto:beautifulsaviorlc@amaonline.com

