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each 

 service. 
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9:30 AM  
 

 

 

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  

December 2018 

BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR 
LUTHERAN CHURCH  

From the Pastors 

 

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the  
heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

And on earth peace among those whom he     
favors!” – Luke 2:13-14, NRSV 

 

The shepherds were out with their flocks, going through “normal” life, 
doing the work and life of tending the sheep. God broke in and an-
nounced the birth of Jesus, Savior chosen by God. 

 

God does that sort of thing to show his love in the world. 

 

This is Pastor Steve. I remember one Christmas Eve when we went 
to the late service at the Lutheran church my family attended when I 
was young. It was cold and had been cloudy all day. The service was 
moving as always and when we went outside it had snowed and the 
pure white blanket was everywhere. The truly memorable thing was 
that all of this snow had fallen while we were inside and it was not 
falling when we went to the car. It was a beautiful present left for us 
all. It was God showing up and bringing peace in the blanket of snow. 

 

This is Pastor Wendi.  We didn’t have snow in Louisiana, but Christ-
mas Eve services were still magical.  I grew up with the candlelight 
singing of “Silent Night” and that remains my favorite tradition. 

 

Peace! This is so needed in our world today. We all have had such a 
difficult last few years with all of the divisiveness that has marked our 
lives together as a nation. I know that this has bled into our lives even 
closer to home. 

 

The peace of God that is promised in this season can help us trans-
form our little piece of this nation and has the promise to transform us 
all – “Peace on the earth, good will to all, from heav’n’s all gracious 
king.” (from It Came upon the Midnight Clear, ELW #282). 

 

      Continued  on page 8 
 

 GOOD NEWS 
Volume 58,  

Issue 12 



 GOOD NEWS 

The Congregational     
Council met on                
November 19 , 2018.  

Those in attendance, Biff 
Flatt, Pastor Wendi, Pastor 
Steve, Greg Hinders, Kendra 
Massey, Laurie Dale, Keith 
Rosenthal, Jeff Worley, An-
drea Schmidt,   
Those not able to attend: 
Erich Drochner, Joe 
Froeschle, Tanya Berry, Da-
vid Roulston, and Richard 
Owen 
Guests: Cheryl Hall 

 

New Business 

•  A motion for the council to 

accept an Addendum to the 

Social Concerns Continuing 

Resolution in the defining the 

church Helping Hand check-

ing account policies was 

passed with all in favor. 

 
•  The Church 75th Anniver-
sary date was set for Sep-
tember 17,

 
2022 for the din-

ner and September 18, 2022 
for worship.  
 
•  Council approved to end 
our use of Vanco On-line Giv-
ing and to switch toTith.ly, 
who has a relationship with 
the ELCA for slightly better 
rates and transaction fees. 

 
•  The Congregational Meet-
ing date in January was set 
for January 27, 2019 follow-
ing the worship service. 
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 We have planned the up-
coming Advent and Christ-
mas Seasons. We have cho-
sen for the Midweek Advent 
Evening Prayer Services the 
theme of “Prepare the Royal 
Highway.” We will be holding 
a “Blue Christmas Service” 
on Sunday Night December 
23

rd
 at 7PM for those who are 

grieving or for whom the sea-
son is not “merry.” We will 
have Christmas Eve Candle-
light Services at 7PM and 10 
PM. 
 
The Pastors also noted that 
they will be participating ei-
ther in person or online in a 
“Boundaries Training” semi-
nar to be held at Briarwood 
on January 17.   
 
 
Social Concerns—Laurie 
reminded everyone that the 
Chrismon tree & decorations 
will go up on December 1 and 
be taken down on January 5.  
 

• Council approved the fol-
lowing Endowment recom-
mendations.  

 
*  Transfer of $25,000 from 
Thrivent Balanced A Fund to 
the Thrivent Moderate Ag-
gressive Fund. 
     
*  Designation of the Robert 
and Chlorita Long Endow-
ment Fund to be unrestricted 
in the disposition of income 
for qualified expenditures. 
 
*  Appointment of Jeff Antle 
and Karen Herpich each to a 
3-year term as an Endow-
ment Committee members 
beginning January 2019. 
 

• The council reviewed and 

approved a request to use 

Columbarium dedicated 

funds for the purchase of an 

additional column to the Col-

umbarium.   
 

Pastor’s Report—Pastor Ba-
ñales, and a lay person will 
be coming to speak with the 
with the congregation  

about Latino Ministries after 
worship on January 6

th
.  

 

Tith.ly is a online giving pro-
vider that is recommended by 
the ELCA for online giving  
The congregation online giv-
ers should look for more in-
formation in the coming 
weeks about the coming 
change and how they can 
switch to the new vender or 
start new online giving 
through Tith.ly.  
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      KEENAGERS  

Wednesday,  

December 5 

At 12:00 pm 
 

This is a fun group of 55 
and older who meet the 
first Wednesday each 
month for pot-luck lunch 
and fellowship. Anyone 
55 or older that wishes 
to join us, please do so. 

 

This month is a special 
treat. Bring $10 to cover 
the cost of the meal.  We 
will need volunteers for 
set up and cleanup.  

 GOOD NEWS 

Happy Birthday! 

12/02 Linda Runkle 

12/04 Linda Allen 

   Bill Tietgens 

12/05 Jessica Berg 

12/08 Jeff Worley 

12/09 Hal Wisker 

12/11 Judith Hanson 

12/12 Nichole Krallman 

12/13 Bea Kirkeeng 

12/15 Dustin Rosenthal 

12/28 Melinda Flatt 

12/31 Kenneth Huckabee 

If you would like one of the 
pastors to visit or call you or 
to put your prayer request in-
to the church’s prayers in the 
weekly bulletin or on the 
prayer chain, call the church 
office at 359-9483. 

  

To join the prayer chain by 
email, contact the church   
office.  

PRAYER & THANKS GIVING 

Count our blessings! 

We keep in our prayers…….see Sunday Bulletin 

  

Please keep Shirley Peterson, Pete Petersen and Nancy 
Beatty in your prayers as all three are recovering from surgery 
they had in November.   

 

Both Bob & Evelyn Wells have returned home after a stay in 
rehab.   

 

 

 

NOTES 

Together We Pray 
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BSLC Members – like so many Americans – may be looking for ways to rethink the tradi-

tion of gift-giving at Christmas. What better way to celebrate God’s love in Christ than by 

sharing that love with others? 

With ELCA Good Gifts, members and their friends can choose from more than 50 life-

changing, charitable gifts – such as a pair of goats, school fees, or a water well – and give 

a gift the world needs. Each gift can be given in honor of a friend or loved one and goes on 

to create transformative change in the lives of people in need. 

The 24-page ELCA Good Gifts catalog is fun and easy-to-use – and best of all, it’s free 

with free shipping. Into digital promotion? The ELCA Good Gifts online store is always 

open. 

Hay Ride December 22 
Meet at 7:00 pm by the fireside in the fellowship hall warm up with  
coffee, hot chocolate or wassail  (provided). Bring a snack to share.    

 

Be sure to dress warm and bring hats, gloves, blankets and  

flashlights for the ride.   

https://ntnl.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bae17081e5d131e26663c004e&id=a9a0f5b94a&e=820c58b7b5
https://ntnl.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bae17081e5d131e26663c004e&id=8b95fae7e8&e=820c58b7b5
https://ntnl.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bae17081e5d131e26663c004e&id=4c1dbc4bd7&e=820c58b7b5
https://ntnl.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bae17081e5d131e26663c004e&id=4446473b00&e=820c58b7b5
https://ntnl.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bae17081e5d131e26663c004e&id=81a97bc7b3&e=820c58b7b5
https://ntnl.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bae17081e5d131e26663c004e&id=083734fbc9&e=820c58b7b5
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Midweek Advent Services to be 

held December 5th, 12th, and 

19th at 7 PM, with Soup/

Sandwich Suppers at 6 PM 
 

This year, we will once again be offering Holden Evening Prayer Services at 7 PM, preceded by 
Soup Suppers at 6 PM.  Our theme is “Prepare the Royal Highway.”  On December 5

th
, we will focus 

on how we prepare a highway for God; December 12
th
 will look at following God’s new direction, and 

December 19
th
 will emphasize standing at the crossroads.  Please join us for food, fellowship, and 

these special worship opportunities. 

 

 

 

Special “Blue Christmas”  

Service to be held Sunday,  December 23rd at 7 PM 
 

This year, we are introducing a new “Blue Christmas” service, to be held on Sunday night, Decem-
ber 23

rd
, at 7 PM.  This worship service is especially designed for those having a hard time feeling 

joyful at Christmas due to a death in the family, being far away from loved ones, being sick or in 
pain, or facing any other life circumstance that makes celebrating difficult. 

 

The service will include hymns, Scripture readings, prayers, Holy Communion, and singing “Silent 
Night” by candlelight.  Those who wish to do so will be invited to come forward for individual prayer 
with one of the pastors. 

 

Please share news of this service with anyone you know who is having a difficult time this holiday 
season.  Of course, you are also welcome to come and support others even if you yourself are feel-
ing merry this time of year! 
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Special Visitors on January 5th and 6th 
 

As part of our ongoing effort to discern whether God is calling us to start a Latinx ministry, we 
will have special guests visiting us on January 5

th
 and 6

th
.  Pastor Irma Bañales, our synod’s Di-

rector of Evangelical Mission, and Joan from Advent Lutheran Church, which has successfully 
started a Latinx ministry, will share their knowledge and experience with us.  They will meet with 
Council at 4 pm on Saturday, January 5

th
, and with the entire congregation on Sunday, January 

6
th
, following worship.  In addition, Pastor Bañales will preach that morning.  We thank them for 

their willingness to travel to the Panhandle and look forward to welcoming them  

 

BOOK CLUB 
The December meeting of the Book Club 
will be a Christmas party – final plans to be 
announced at a later date.  We will be read-
ing Loving Luther, a novel by Allison Pittman 
for our January 2019 meeting.  The story is 
told from the point of view of Martin Luther’s 
wife, Katherina.  Amarillo Public Library has 
2 copies, and it is available from 
Barnes and Noble in electronic form. 

Church Women United  
 

Annual Meeting 

First Christian Church, Disciples 
of Christ 

3001 Wolflin, Robinson Chapel 

10:00 am Annual Business Meeting, Installation 
Officers 

 

Honor Amarillo Agencies 

11:00 Covered Dish Luncheon  

Pastors article continued from page 1 

 

This year we will have our traditional Christmas Eve Candlelight Services – this is a great way 
to celebrate with great joy the birth of God with us and for us, God’s love for us and for all. 

 

This year we are trying a Blue Christmas Service – this is a great way for people who are griev-
ing, or depressed, or for whom joy this season is difficult (or those who want to support these 
brothers and sisters who are struggling). The same God who brings peace brings his loving and 
gentle presence even to those who are struggling. 

 

What does peace mean to you, this “peace on the earth” that God showers us with in the birth 
of Jesus, and the power of God’s love? What stories do you have to share this season? 

 

May God be with you, this season and always! 

 

Pastors Steve and Wendi 
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Newsletter Article on Stewardship, December 2018 
 

In last month’s newsletter I (Pastor Steve) wrote about the pledge for the currency of money (part of 
our new stewardship program). I heard back that it was confusing for many people. I am sorry for the 
confusion that caused. Below I will try to make things clearer: 

 

Holy Currencies is the name of our new stewardship program. In Holy Currencies there are six 
blessings of currencies – Time and Place, Gracious Leadership, Relationship, Truth, Wellness, and 
Money. These currencies have value in their being exchanged for one of the other currencies. As 
these currencies feed into each other you form a Cycle of Blessings; as this cycle of blessings flows 
and grows, a Sustainable Missional Ministry is formed or reformed. We want the congregation to see 
the giving (of money) they are already doing in the community and to other non-profits as a part of 
their offering to God and to celebrate that, so we included in the pledge card lines for support of the 
local economy, and for other non-profits. We also want members to consider seeking support for 
BSLC from outside sources if they have an inside track with the people in charge. None of the above 
are intended to be a replacement of the giving to BSLC. We hope the offerings for BSLC will be ex-
panded to enhance our ability to do ministry in the upcoming years.  The pledge forms are for the 
members’ use only and will not be turned in this year.  Also, the accountability person is just that, a 
person that will help encourage the giving that is pledged. 

 

Below is pledge card that we encourage you to fill out for yourselves only and to offer up to God in 
your hearts: 

 

 

 

Pledge Card for the Currency of Money 

 

I commit $____________ for my church’s ministries. 

I commit to raise $___________ from ______________ (sources outside church membership) for 
___________________________________ (name of existing or new ministry). 

I commit $______________ to support the local community economy by spending it at 
______________________________ 

I commit $_______________ to give to other nonprofit organizations that foster wellness, truth, and 
trusting relationships in our local community, such as _____________________________. 

 

My name: _____________________________  My Accountable person: 
__________________________ 

 

 

______________________________________         
___________________________________________ 

Signature      Signature 

 

Date: ________________________________________ 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

10 am        

Decorate 

Church/

Lunch 

 

2 

Worship/SS              

Fellowship 

 

5:30  

Confirmation 

3 4 5  Food Pantry 

KEENAGERS 

6 pm 
Soup/Sand 

7 pm Holden 
Prayer 

6 7 8 

9   

Worship/SS              

Fellowship 

 

5:30  

Confirmation 

10 

9:30 Martha’s 

Circle 

7 pm  

Property 

11 12  10-12 pm 
Food Pantry 

6 pm 
Soup/Sand 

7 pm Holden 
Prayer 

13 14 15 

 

 

7 pm Spirituali-

ty Gathering 

16 

Worship/SS              

Fellowship 

Choir Cantata 

5:30  

Confirmation 

17 

 

9:30 Book Club 

 

6:30  Council 

18 19 10-12 pm 
Food Pantry 

6 pm 
Soup/Sand 

7 pm Holden 
Prayer 

20 21 22 

23  Worship/SS              

Fellowship 

7pm Blue 
Christmas 

24 Office 

Closed 

7 pm & 10 pm 

Candlelight  

Services 

25 Merry 

Christmas 

 

 

26 10-12 pm 
Food Pantry 

 

27 28 29 

30 

Worship/SS              

Fellowship 

5:30  

Confirmation 

 

31 John 1:14  (NIV) 

14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his  

glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace 

and truth. 

December 2018 

Sunday Worship  9:30 am 

Fellowship—10:30 am 

 

Adult SS—8:30 & 10:45  

 

Choir: 10:45 am 
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Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church 

3500 S Bowie 

Amarillo, Texas 79109 

Office - (806) 359-9483     FAX - (806) 359-9484     E-mail - beautifulsavioramarillo@gmail.com 

Web - www.beautifulsavioramarillo.org   

 

Office Hours - Monday thru Thursday, 9:00AM-12:00PM, 1:00-3:00PM (closed during the noon 
hour)   Friday, 9:00AM- 12:00 PM 

Staff: Steve Brauner, Wendi Gordon, Pastors; Cheryl Hall, Office Manager; Marsha Moller,     
Music Director;        

Church Council:  Joe Froeshle, President;  Biff Flatt, VP; Tanya Berry, Education;  Kendra Ber-
ry, Evangelism; Richard Owen, Fellowship; Erich Drochner, Finance; David Roulston, Steward-
ship; Greg Hinders Social Concerns; Keith Rosenthal, Property; Andrea Schmidt, Youth; Laurie 
Dale, Worship; Jeff Worley, Secretary  

 

  facebook.com/BeautifulSaviorAmarillo 

 

mailto:beautifulsaviorlc@amaonline.com

