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FROM THE PASTORS 

 

These are exciting times at Beautiful Savior!  There is so much going 
on that it is hard to know where to begin.  Our Council had a retreat 
on Saturday, February 24

th
 which included a presentation by Rev. Je-

sus Escamilla, Dean of the Latino Conference of our synod, about the 
possibility of starting a Latino ministry here.  The presentation was 
open to the entire congregation, and we had a good turnout.  Council 
has authorized the Evangelism Committee to work with the two of us 
to explore the next steps in getting this ministry going. 

 

We are also continuing to attend Family Promise meetings, held at 
various churches around Amarillo, to help get that ministry off the 
ground.  Later this month, a presentation will be made to Council and 
we will make the decision about becoming a host congregation.  The 
next Family Promise meeting is Thursday, March 22

nd
 at Beautiful 

Savior at 7 pm; please join us to learn more about how you can get 
involved and make a difference in the lives of homeless families.  If 
you’re on Faceboook, please like the Family Promise of Amarillo and 
Canyon page. 

 

Our new Young Adult group, for those ages 18 – 34, is also going 
strong.  We meet monthly to discuss current issues and events and 
how the Bible relates to them.  Our next meeting is March 18

th
 at 

Spencer and Tonya Berry’s house, 2216 Gresham, at 8 pm.  If you 
are in this age group, please join us and bring your beverage of 
choice and a snack to share. 

 

These three ministries represent three of the four goals we named at 
our Council retreat as a focus for this year.  The fourth one is 
strengthening stewardship, and we will be attending a stewardship 
retreat entitled “Pathways to Generosity:  Signs of Hope” in Dallas 
April 3 – 5 to help us in this important area of congregational life. 

 

Lent is also in full swing, which means that we have our weekly soup 
supper gatherings at 6 PM, followed by our Holden Evening Prayer 
services at 7 PM each Wednesday.  Please join us for food, fellow-
ship, and worship.  On March 21, we will have a Hawaiian pile-on 
supper; look for the signup sheet in the narthex. 

 
 

      Continued on page 3 
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The Congregational Coun-
cil met on  January 15, 
2018.  
 

Those in attendance: Joe 
Froeschle, Laurie Dale, Rich-
ard Owen, Biff Flatt, Pastor 
Steve, Pastor Wendi, Keith 
Rosenthal, Kendra Berry, Er-
ich Drochner, Greg Hinders, 
Tanya Berry, Andrea 
Schmidt, Jeff Worley and 
Cheryl Hall.  

Those not able to attend: 

David Roulston 

Guest: Rev. Jesus Escamillo, 

Dean of Latino Conference, 

NT-NL Synod  
 

New Business—  

• Rev. Escamillo gave a 
presentation on Latino Minis-

tries. 

•  Monthly council meetings 
will be held the 3

rd
 Tuesday of 

each month at 6:30 pm  

•  Joe asked that each com-
mittee head review and re-
vise their committee policies.  
Pastor Steve reiterated the 
importance and stated that 
the updated policies will be-
come a part of the congrega-

tional constitution. 

•  Biff made a motion that we 
refer the issue of the possibil-
ity of installing a Latino Minis-
try to the Evangelism Com-
mittee.  The motion was ac-
cepted by general consent.  
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 Fellowship—Richard report-
ed that the dishwasher was 
installed The pancake supper 
raised $273.  Lent soup sup-
pers will begin soon.  
 

Property—Keith reported 
there are two fixtures that 
need to be installed in the 
sanctuary.  The next step for 
the shed will be to brick it.   A 
mowing sign-up sheet will be 
provided soon.  Orgrow weed 
treatments will be reduced 
from 5 times a year to 3.  
Keith and Biff will be investi-
gating the cost of insuring the 
church and look for possible 
reductions.    

 

Worship— Had an Altar 
Guild meeting on the 11th to 
set the Lent schedule. 

Still needing worship leaders.  
Thanks to those who sign up 
early and those who are will-
ing to help when asked on 
short notice. 
 

Youth—Tanya reported that 

adult Sunday school is ongo-

ing and young adult bible 

studies have had a good turn-

out.   

 Pastors Report—As we 
begin 2018 we will continue 
in the ministries that have 
been established over the 
years and continue to this 
day. We also get to consider 
some new ministry possibili-
ties – like a Latin@ manifes-
tation of this church, and be-
ing a host congregation with 
the newly formed Family 
Promise of Amarillo and Can-
yon. May we all pray for 
God’s guidance in consider-
ing these ministries and may 
we be open to what else God 
is calling us into in the com-
ing years. 

 

We will be forming our Mutual 
Ministry Committee soon and 
we will be forming our goals 
for the coming year and be-
yond. 

 

We are entering into Lent as 

we are writing this. In the 

Lenten season we remember 

our mortality and our broken-

ness. We seek God’s healing 

and commit ourselves to a 

deeper loving relationship 

with God and the world. May 

God bless us in this season 

and may God show us the 

mystery of faith we celebrate 

in the remembrance of the 

Passion during Holy Week, 

the Resurrection during the 

Easter season, and the com-

ing of the Holy Spirit at Pen-

tecost. 



 GOOD NEWS 

Volume 58,  Issue 3  

Page 3  

 

January 2018 

 

 

January donations to our General Fund were up, but it looks like a large, annual contribution was received, thus the good results. 

 

 

 

 

Expenses for January below budget.  

 

 

Monthly Source 
Anticipated Actual Variance 

Offerings 
 $    21,617.60  $    33,433.93  $    11,816.33 

Other 
 $          416.67  $          380.00  $         (36.67) 

Total 
 $    22,034.27  $    33,813.93  $    11,779.66 

Dedicated Accounts 
  $       2,734.10   

Monthly Exp 
Budgeted Actual Variance 

General Fund 
 $    24,044.60  $    21,546.30  $    (2,498.30) 

Dedicated 
   $      4,962.99   

 F I NA N C I A L  N E W S  

Continued from page 1 

 

Things are very busy here, and that is a good thing!  It means we are engaged in ministry and mis-
sion in a wonderful variety of ways.  Thank you for all that you contribute of your time, talents, and 
financial resources to help sustain and grow these ministries! 

 

Pastors Steve and Wendi 
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If you would like one of the 
pastors to visit or call you or 
to put your prayer request in-
to the church’s prayers in the 
weekly bulletin or on the 
prayer chain, call the church 
office at 359-9483. 

  

To join the prayer chain by 
email, contact the church  of-
fice.  

 

      KEENAGERS  

Wednesday  

March 7 at noon 

 

This is a fun group of 55 
and older who meet the 
first Wednesday each 
month for pot-luck lunch 
and fellowship. Anyone 
55 or older that wishes 
to join us, please do so. 

 

Hosts: Habergers and 
Bergs 

PRAYER & THANKS GIVING 

Count our blessings! 

We keep in our prayers…….see Sunday Bulletin 

 GOOD NEWS 

      March Birthdays 
 

03/05  Andrea Schmidt 

03/13  Terry Alexander 

03/18  Spencer Berry 

03/21 Marilyn Waugh 

03/27 Eric Sanchez 

03/28 Diane Hinders 

03/29 Keagan Rohloff 

03/30 Terry Berg 

   Brielle Worley 

John Pristash, Mrytle Merideth and former member, Bob 
Long, have died recently, please keep the families in your 
prayers.  

 

Prayer request:  My granddaughter, Sara Curtis, M.D., is in 
her second year of residency in pediatrics at Texas Children's 
Hospital in Houston, Texas. March7-April 3 she will be work-
ing in the Baylor International Pediatric AIDS Initiative  (BIPAI) 
clinic, Mwansa, Tanzania. She will be serving kids with 
HIV/AIDS, malaria, TB, malnutrition and anything else they 
can help with.  She has requested my prayers which I will 
gladly give!  If you can find it in your heart, please join me in 
prayer for Sara and all the medical personnel she serves with. 
In Christ, Carolyn Kelly 

Notes 
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      LENT 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday Evenings:  Soup & Sandwich Dinner at 6:15 pm 

               Holden Evening Prayer at 7:00 pm 

                          March 7, 14,   

          March 21—pile-on 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HOLY WEEK 

 

Palm/Passion Sunday – Sunday, March 25 

Maundy Thursday – Thursday, March 29 at 7:00 pm 

Good Friday- Friday, March 30 at 7:00 pm 

Easter– Sunday, April 1 (Look for information about Easter Breakfast in your    
Sunday bulletins.) 
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REQUEST FOR ITEMS NEEDED 

Last fall Child Outreach International delivered health kits, quilts, and funds for food to a friend 
who is a Pastor in Laredo, Texas.  Pastor Lorenzo serves both in Laredo and Nuevo Laredo. You 
may not be aware of the overwhelming challenges the churches in Laredo and Nuevo Laredo are 
facing in trying to help those deported into Mexico.  No matter which side of the political fence you 
are on, there are thousands of deportees of all ages who need to be fed, housed and given spiritu-
al care. The churches in Nuevo Laredo are struggling to help house these people and Pastor Lo-
renzo and others cross the border daily to try and deliver food for meals for the multitude.  Social 
services are not abundant in Mexico and there is minimal help by the government to get these 
people back to the areas of Mexico they originally came from.  Some also cannot or do not want to 
return to their homes.  When they are released from U.S. custom officers, they cross the interna-
tional bridge into Mexico and have only a few blocks to walk to a "safe" refuge. Unfortunately they 
are preyed upon and often robbed of their few possession on their way to that refuge. 
 
We received a request recently from Pastor Lorenzo about helping gather some simple items that 
they desperately need; shoe strings, belts, and toothbrushes.  When illegal immigrants are held in 
detention centers their shoe laces and belts are confiscated to prevent suicides. Unfortunately, 
they are not returned when they are released.  These are very simple necessities that we take for 
granted and we never have to  think about the awkwardness of walking around in shoes without 
strings or pants you have into that sagging trend).  We hope that Beautiful Savior would consider 
collecting these needed items for Pastor Lorenzo to share with those who need them in Nuevo La-
redo.  Cheryl has graciously agreed to help see that your donations are sent down to 
Laredo to share the love of Christ with those who need your kindness. 
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Coming 
March 17

th
  

at 7:00 pm 

 

Bring your favorite games 
and snacks to go along with 
some green beer and fun.  

  MARTHA CIRCLE 
Martha’s Circle will meet on Monday, March 
12 in the church library at 9:30 am. We will 
continue our study of the article “Form a 
faithful foundation : holding one another to 
our baptismal promises” using the January 
2018 issue of Living Lutheran magazine. 
Marilyn Waugh will lead the study.  Jane 
Roulston will be hostess. All women of the 
church are welcome. 

          Young Adults to Meet   

March 18 at 8:00 pm at Spencer & 
Tanya Berry’s home, 2216 Gresh-
am.    
 

Bring a snack and our 
own beverage of choice 
and join in the fun.  We 
look forward to seeing you! 

Amarillo Family Promise  

Meeting  
 

Where:  Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church
  

When:  March , 22, 2018 

 

Time:  7:00 pm 

 

The Family Promise mission is to help 
homeless and low-income families 
achieve sustainable independence. 

CHURCH WOMEN UNITED will meet Friday, 
March 2nd at 9:15 for coffee followed by a 
business meeting and program about World 
Day of Prayer.  Host church is Polk Street 
Methodist, 1401 S. Polk.   Church Women 
United celebrates unity in diversity and sup-
ports several local organizations that help 
people in need.   The annual Spring Lunch-
eon fund raiser will be Friday, April 
13th.  Audrey Taylor has details and tickets. 

      

Thanks to all of our food 

pantry volunteers for taking 

the  time on your assigned 

Wednesday mornings to help 

with this ministry.  We also 

appreciated you attending 

the meeting we had on    

February. 13.   

Daylight savings 
time begins Sunday, 
March 11. 

All Assistant Ministers please meet with 
Marsha Moller at 10:00 am in the Sanctu-
ary on Sunday, March 11 to practice the 
Kyrie for the Easter Season.   

https://maps.google.com/?q=1401+S.+Polk&entry=gmail&source=g
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How simple kindness brings healing 
 

    We had enjoyed a brief taste of the empty nest, and were looking forward to that status again. 
Just not in this way. 

    David had returned to our house in October 2016, about six weeks after Keagan had departed for 
the University of Texas-Rio Grande Valley in Edinburg. David had some legal issues to work 
through, and was confident that a court date in December would settle the matter. Then, he would 
be on his way to Louisiana where he worked erecting steel build-
ings. 

    He was eager to get those matters behind him, and prepared for 
his return to Louisiana, buying a used Ford Excursion that would 
carry his building crew, and a Suzuki motorcycle that he wanted for 
its sheer speed and agility. 

    Patience was not his strength, and what patience he had wore 
down quickly as the progression of time slowed. He worked occa-
sionally with tree-trimmers and with a business that that cleaned out 
and restored houses needing repairs after crime scenes, fires, wa-
ter damage, or ones simply trashed and abandoned. Compared to 
the challenge and the money he was making in assembling steel 
buildings, the low wages and physical demands fed his frustrations in having to wait. 

    At 39, he wanted to get away from everything in Amarillo that had pulled him down, and while we 
were supportive, he started venting his frustrations by staying out late and pushing to set his own 
house rules. Small confrontations at home over noise, late-night visits from friends and from being 
too tired to help around the house grew in intensity and frequency. We joined him in counting the 
days to his return to Louisiana because we knew he was happier there. 

    As December arrived, David’s kind nature and optimistic outlook worked against him. He lent his 
truck to a friend, and when it was returned it had been vandalized – the  windows smashed out, the 
dashboard pried on and wires pulled out. Within a few weeks, a small part broke in the motorcycle’s 
drive chain setup. And while he griped about the bad luck, he set out to fix it. When he was not work-
ing he was calling around salvage yards for replacement windows, and after work he took apart a 
motorcycle that he had wanted to rebuild and sell so he could repair his bike. 

    We complained about the sudden transformation of our driveway into a mini-salvage yard with 
tarps covering a Mustang Cobra needing major repairs, the windowless Excursion, and the stripped 
motorcycle sitting between the garage door and the truck. And while he made progress with his trial-
and-error process with the motorcycle repair, Judy’s and my patience wore through. Motorcycle 
parts and tools were scattered across the garage floor. The occasional misstep such as gasoline 
spilling from a vintage mo-ped in the garage, filling the house with fumes after he had left at mid-
night, made us feel like prisoners in our own house. 

    Such incidents grew from minor annoyances into confrontations. To say David and I fought like 
cats and dogs would be untrue.  That description is a cliché, and clichés do not illuminate the truth, 
they mask them. More accurately, we fought like dogs and dogs, ready to kill each other for the met-
aphorical last dog treat in the package, only to walk away from each other as if nothing had hap-
pened.                                                                                

         Continued on page 9 
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    When the court date came up in early December, we all thought his luck was on the upswing. 
The motorcycle repair was holding, and someone had told David about a salvage yard in Lub-
bock that had the windows he needed. The judge, though, granted the prosecutor’s request for a 
continuance until March, and David, Judy and I forged a peace, spurred by the arrival of Christ-
mas and a new year that we prayed would be productive for him.                                   

     He continued a routine of working with the restoration crew during the day and socializing with 
friends when he was not working. And while the routine was not always conducive to the quiet 
home life Judy and I had wanted, a semblance of civility was returning as January gave way to 
February and the first signs of spring. 

    I thought nothing about David leaving on his motorcycle as I was going to bed on a Saturday 
night.  A telephone call at 3:30 a.m. broke that calm. An emergency room nurse confirmed that 
we were his parents, and then she answered questions about the severity of his injuries in vague 
terms. His leg was broken, she said, and he had other injuries to his left side, but no internal 
bleeding had been detected, and he was headed for surgery. I said a prayer and returned to bed, 
seeing no need to awaken Judy to wait outside Northwest Texas Hospital’s surgery unit when we 
could go later in the morning after he was in the recovery room. 

    When we got there, we learned the severity of the accident. His left foot and knee were both 
crushed. He had fractures below the knee, and the motorcycle peg had been driven into his foot 
when a woman dashed onto Interstate 40 into his path. The force of the collision sent her flying 
into him, meeting head to head. A helmet saved his life in that moment, but he was unconscious, 
and when he came to, the motorcycle continued on a wobbling path until he laid it on its side. His 
left shoulder was out of its socket and immobile, and he had broken ribs and a cracked vertebrae 
in his neck. 

    As he lay on the pavement awaiting an ambulance, he prayed to God to take him in that mo-
ment. This conversation, which we learned of much later, continued throughout his healing pro-
cess. 

    Although the surgeon on duty that morning had prepared to amputate, David’s stubborn nature 
pushed him to resist that option. During his stay at Northwest, a Christian motorcycle club prayed 
with him and encouraged him, and for the first time since his confirmation vows he felt his faith 
awakening.   

    His faith was immediately challenged when a massive staph infection inside his leg raised new 
concerns. To make matters worse, the antibiotic routine was ineffective and the surgeon in 
charge of his case was on vacation. What had seemed like an emerging miracle was rapidly fad-
ing. When the surgeon returned, all the internal metal was removed from the leg and bleach was 
poured over the infection.  More than a week passed before a surgeon at University Medical Cen-
ter in Lubbock, Dr. Cyrus Caroom, agreed to take over the case. This proved a blessing, for Da-
vid easily connected with Dr. Caroom and the team of surgeons intent on putting his leg back to-
gether. 

    Through the spring and summer, David periodically met with Dr. Caroom and with physical and 
occupational therapists. As strength returned in his leg and the bone breaks knitted together, he 
was able to stand for several minutes and to take a few steps. That progress, though, contrasted 
with the lack of treatment for his damaged shoulder. Deepening his despair was an exam by a 
neurologist who said that his shoulder should have been repaired months earlier. 

          Continued page 10 
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Continued from page 9 

Still, when he was able to walk several steps without pain, his eagerness to meet with Dr. Caroom 
returned.  That appointment was scheduled for the afternoon on the same day that he died. 

     Such irony was a part of the complexity of David’s personality. He could be kind and gentle, and 
moments later he could lash out in threatening anger. He could work hard for what he wanted, but 
under the influence of drugs, he could be delusional and resort to thievery. He could despair over 
trivial matters, but when a friend was troubled, David could share his faith in Christ. 

    In the days after his death, condolence cards instead of Christmas cards stretched across our 
mantel. And while they felt out of place for the season, they reminded us of the importance of ges-
tures expressing care and concern that a “Holiday Blessings” or “Merry Christmas” cannot convey. 
For such gestures, whether as big as the Derby Day fundraiser or the simple reminder that we are 
in someone’s prayers, reflect the strength of community in Beautiful Savior. The memorial proved 
fitting for honoring David, not only with Pastor Wendi’s sermon, but the welcome for people outside 
the congregation, and the care shown with the music and the meal after the service. That strength 
of community bears us up. For that kindness, we are eternally grateful. 

    Now, a year after the motorcycle accident, we are coming to terms with all the small moments 
that remind us of his death. After the first accident, I routinely would check on him before I went to 
bed. Sometimes, I could offer encouragement, and others I had the tasks of clearing the bed pans 
and urinal catch bottles. Sometimes we’d watch a video and other times I’d remind him of the next 
day’s appointments with doctors or therapists. 

    A couple of weeks after his death, I was finishing some work at my desk across from his room. 
As I went to bed, my eye caught the light in his room shining underneath the closed door, a light 
left on from earlier in the evening while sorting through his belongings. When the light struck my 
eye, the thought arose that I should wish him good night, with reality quickly reminding me that the 
light was not on because he was there, but on because he was not there and would never be there 
again. 

    Such moments are pin pricks to the heart, and occur whenever something common and familiar 
occurs that reminds us of times with him – a steak dinner raises thoughts how steak had been his 
favorite meal, and his hair brush on the bathroom vanity still bears the loose strands caught in the 
brush as if he had just used it. 

    We take comfort in the happier memories of his childhood and of him with his own children. But 
those little reminders that pop up daily can outweigh the comfort at times for the reminders come in 
a constant flow.  The balm for that pain, though, is the constant flow of God’s eternal love. 

--Greg Rohloff 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 

 

 
 

4:30 Spirituali-
ty Gathering 

Teach me to do your will, for you are my God; 
may your good Spirit 
    lead me on level ground. 

Psalm 143:10 (NIV) 

4 Worship              

8:30/11:00 

9:45 am  

Choir 

 

6:30 Confirma-
tion 

5 

 

 

 
6:30 Sewing 

6 7  10-12 pm 
Food Pantry 

12 pm  

KEENAGERS 

6pm Soup/
Sand 

7pm Holden 

8 9 10 
8:30 Ramp 
Builders 

11 Worship              

8:30/11:00 

9:45 am  

Choir 

10 am Asst 
Mins Meeting 

6:30 Confirma-
tion 

12 

 

9:30 Martha’s 
Circle 

 

6:30 Sewing 

7pm Property 

13 14 

10-12 pm Food 
Pantry 

6pm Soup/
Sand 

7pm Holden 
Evening Pray-
er 

15 16 17  8:30 Men’s 
Breakfast 
 

4:30 Spirituali-
ty Gathering 

 

7pm Game 
Night 

18 Worship              

8:30/11:00 

9:45 am  

Choir 

6:30 Confirma-
tion 

8 pm Y-Adults 

19 
 

9:30 Book 
Club 

 

6:30 Sewing 

 

20 

 

 
6:30 Council 

21 

10-12 pm Food 
Pantry 

6pm Pile-on 

7pm Holden 
Evening Pray-
er 

22 

 
 

7:oo Family 
Promise @ 
BSLC 

23 24 

25 Worship              

8:30/11:00 

9:45 am  

Choir 

 

6:30 Confirma-
tion 

26 

 

 

 
6:30 Sewing 

27 28 

 

10-12 pm Food 
Pantry 

29 
 

7 pm Maundy 
Thursday Ser-
vice 

30 

 
7 pm  Good 

Friday Service  

31 

March 2018 
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Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church 

3500 S Bowie 

Amarillo, Texas 79109 

Office - (806) 359-9483     FAX - (806) 359-9484     E-mail - beautifulsavioramarillo@gmail.com 

Web - www.beautifulsavioramarillo.org   

Office Hours - Monday thru Thursday, 9:00AM-12:00PM, 1:00-3:00PM (closed during the noon 
hour)   Friday, 9:00AM- 12:00 PM 

Sunday  Summer Schedule - 9:30 am   

Staff: Steve Brauner, Wendi Gordon, Pastors; Cheryl Hall, Office Manager; Marsha Moller, Mu-
sic Director;        

Church Council:  Joe Froeshle, President;  Biff Flatt, VP; Tanya Berry, Education;  Kendra 
Berrry, Evangelism; Richard Owen, Fellowship; Erich Drochner, Finance; David Roulston, 
Stewardship; Greg Hinders Social Concerns; Keith Rosenthal, Property; Andrea Schmidt, 
Youth; Laurie Dale, Worship; Jeff Worley, Secretary  

 

  facebook.com/BeautifulSaviorAmarillo 

 

mailto:beautifulsaviorlc@amaonline.com

