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“Ah,,,Christmas!” ...so says one of the characters in the musical
“Scrooged in Astoria”, that | performed in its first 2 seasons in Astoria
OR. | love everything about these holidays...the lights, sounds, sights,
tastes, traditions, family, memories new and old...all of it! Because this is
a weeks-long celebration ro prepare for the birth of the King of Kings and
Lord of Lords! I'm all about singing the Carols of Christmas even through-
out Advent and through Epiphany. Why not? ;) Following is a meditation
on Christmas, from one of my favorite authors and teachers of the faith,
Frederic Buercher, Read, ponder and enjoy:

“The lovely old carols played and replayed till their effect is like a
dentist's drill or a jackhammer, the bathetic banalities of the pulpit and the
chilling commercialism of almost everything else, people spending money
they can't afford on presents you neither need nor want, "Rudolph, the
Red-Nosed Reindeer," the plastic tree, the cornball creche, the Hallmark
Virgin. Yet for all our efforts, we've never quite managed to ruin it. That in
itself is part of the miracle, a part you can see. Most of the miracle you
can't see, or don't.

The young clergyman and his wife do all the things you do on
Christmas Eve. They string the lights and hang the ornaments. They su-
pervise the hanging of the stockings. They tuck in the children. They lug
the presents down out of hiding and pile them under the tree. Just as
they're about to fall exhausted into bed, the husband remembers his
neighbor's sheep. The man asked him to feed them for him while he was
away, and in the press of other matters that night he forgot all about
them. So down the hill he goes through knee-deep snow. He gets two
bales of hay from the barn and carries them out to the shed. There's a
forty-watt bulb hanging by its cord from the low roof, and he turns it on.
The sheep huddle in a corner watching as he snaps the baling twine,
shakes the squares of hay apart, and starts scattering it. Then they come
bumbling and shoving to get at it with their foolish, mild faces, the puffs of
their breath showing in the air. He is reaching to turn off the bulb and
leave when suddenly he realizes where he is. The winter darkness. The
glimmer of light. The smell of the hay and the sound of the animals eat-
ing. Where he is, of course, is the manger.
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COUNCIL REPORT

THE CONGREGATIONAL
COUNCIL MET ON
OcTOBER 19, 2015.

Members Present: D’Ann
Berry, Erich Drochner, Spen-
cer Berry, Laurie Dale, Carol
Froeschle, Karen Herpich,
Greg Hinders, Christine John-
son, Tanya Rosenthal, and
Office Manager Cheryl Hall.
Kevin Krallman Greg Rohloff,
and Shirley Petersen, were
unable to attend.

The Christmas Day Service
was discussed. Because
Marsha will not be available
to play and attendance has
been sparse in the past, a
motion was made and
passed to forego Christmas
morning services.

Sunday after Christmas was
also discussed. Pastor Gal-
baith will not be here that
Sunday and suggested we
have one Service of Carols
and Readings; no Holy Com-
munion at 9:30 am on Sun-
day, December 27. A motion
was made and passed to im-
plement the suggestion.

Pastor Galbraith advocated
fora 7:00 pm and 10:00 pm
time for the Christmas Eve
Services. After some discus-
sion the Council approved
these times.

Also added to the Agenda was
discussion of changes to Texas
State Gun Laws. A Seminar will
be held in Dallas on December
1, 2015 to address possible im-
plications to the life of our
church as a result of these
changes to the law. Pastor Gal-
braith will look into attending the
seminar.

Old Business:

Columbarium Policies and Pro-
cedures were briefly discussed.
Dorothy Bivens and Gene
Reneau are presently on the
committee. One more congre-
gational member who owns a
niche needs to be appointed to
serve.

Christine Johnson presented the
updated (Safeguarding God'’s
Kids Policy. Christine Johnson
will work on forming a committee
to review the policy and oversee
actions.

EDUCATION- Getting great
feedback from students and par-
ents about the selected Christ-
mas Pagent.

EVANGELISM-—.
Made 2 visitations to shut ins.

MOPS: Andrea Winkleman re-
ports that they have 8 registered
members. The group filled 15
shoeboxes for Operation Christ-
mas Child for a service project.

FELLOWHIP—Sunday No-
vember 1st we welcomed
Pastor Mark as our interim
pastor! We did this with a pot-
luck lunch. Fellowship provid-
ed Ham along with Tea, Lem-
onade and a few other re-
freshments and condiments.
Members of the congregation
stepped up to bring other side
dishes that were all delicious.

PROPERTY—The parson-
age painting is continuing
with the garage as weather
permits.

SOCIAL CONCERNS—

The Food pantry fed 251 peo-
ple in October. 1 ramp was
built, the sewing group is
making winter hats and work-
ing on Christmas stockings.

WORSHIP— Have Altar
Guild members assigned for
Advent Services. Working
with Pastor, Marsha, Karen,
Bob on music for the next few
months.

YOUTH— We are going to
be doing some brainstorming
about our youth and upcom-
ing confirmation. Pr. Galbraith
would like to meet with par-
ents sometime before Christ-
mas and then start confirma-
tion study in January. We
have 6 kids that are in this
age group.
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Pastor’s article continued from page 1

He only just saw it. He whose business it is above everything else to have an
eye for such things is all but blind in that eye. He who on his best days believes that
everything that is most precious anywhere comes from that manger might easily have
gone home to bed never knowing that he had himself just been in the manger. The
world is the manger. It is only by grace that he happens to see this other part of the
miracle.

Christmas itself is by grace. It could never have survived our own blindness
and depredations otherwise. It could never have happened otherwise. Perhaps it is
the very wildness and strangeness of the grace that has led us to try to tame it. We
have tried to make it habitable. We have roofed it in and furnished it. We have
reduced it to an occasion we feel at home with, at best a touching and beautiful
occasion, at worst a trite and cloying one. But if the Christmas event in itself is
indeed—as a matter of cold, hard fact—all it's cracked up to be, then even at best our
efforts are misleading.

The Word become flesh. Ultimate Mystery born with a skull you could crush
one-handed. Incarnation. It is not tame. It is not touching. It is not beautiful. It is
uninhabitable terror. It is unthinkable darkness riven with unbearable light. Agonized
laboring led to it, vast upheavals of intergalactic space/time split apart, a wrenching
and tearing of the very sinews of reality itself. You can only cover your eyes and
shudder before it, before this: "God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God . . .
who for us and for our salvation," as the Nicene Creed puts it, "came down from
heaven.” Came down. Only then do we dare uncover our eyes and see what we can
see. It is the Resurrection and the Life she holds in her arms. It is the bitterness of
death he takes at her breast”

Blessed Advent and Merry Christmas!

Pastor Mark Galbraith
Interim Pastor
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FINANCIAL NEWS

The October Balance Sheet shows a cash equivalent asset balance of $142,028 ($34,784 in-
crease for the year). Balance for our investments in our Endowment Fund is $112,883 ($2,710
decrease for the year which includes $1,000 provided for the National Youth Gathering).

October giving to our General Budget was $22,242 compared to our anticipated amount of
$20,882. Year-to-Date giving is $231,938 compared to our anticipated amount of $228,787. Con-
tributions to Dedicated Accounts were $1,945 (YTD $47,045). Total giving for October is $24,190
(YTD $278,980).

Expenses for October were $20,595 (YTD $202,330) compared to a budgeted amount of $26,140
(YTD $274,975). Since we do not have a Family & Youth Minister, the comparison should exclude
the budgeted amount for that position. In this case, the budget for October would be $22,925
(YTD $242,808).

Donations for October exceeded expenditures by $1,650 (YTD donations greater than expendi-
tures by $29,610).

It is anticipated that expenditures approved for 2015 parking lot paving and handicapped ramps
will not be spent, even though funds are available. It is recommended that the funds be carried
over to the 2016 budget for parking lot paving and handicapped ramps.

Respectfully submitted,

Erich Drochner
Finance Chair
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“God travels wonderful ways with human beings, but he does not comply with the
views and opinions of people. God does not go the way that people want to prescribe for
him; rather, his way is beyond all comprehension, free and self-determined beyond all
proof. Where reason is indignant, where our nature rebels, where our piety anxiously
keeps us away: that is precisely where God loves to be. There he confounds the reason
of the reasonable; there he aggravates our nature, our piety—that is where he wants to
be, and no one can keep him from it. Only the humble believe him and rejoice that God
is so free and so marvelous that he does wonders where people despair, that he takes
what is little and lowly and makes it marvelous. And that is the wonder of all wonders,
that God loves the lowly.... God is not ashamed of the lowliness of human beings. God
marches right in. He chooses people as his instruments and performs his wonders
where one would least expect them. God is near to lowliness; he loves the lost, the ne-

glected, the unseemly, the excluded, the weak and broken.” —
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, God Is in the Manger: Reflections on Advent and Christmas



http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/29333.Dietrich_Bonhoeffer
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/14392722
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OecEmbes

Notes pages 4-7

Prayer Chain

rat

% To start the prayer
% chain: Call Marilyn 62
&Waugh at 342-0662. %
& (3
$1f you would like to put
% your prayer request into

radt

% the church’s prayers in %

Meetings this Month

Sewing Group meets Monday nights at 6:30 pm
Filling stockings on Friday, December 18

Food Pantry Volunteers Meeting in FH Tuesday, Dec. 8 at
10:00 am

Confirmation Parents Meeting in parlor at 10 am Sunday,
December 13.

Martha Circle/Book Club will meet on Monday, December 14
at 9:30 am at Shirley Petersen’s house in Canyon.

Ramp Project meets on Saturday, December 12 at 8:30 am.
MOPS meets Saturday, Saturday, December 12.
Property meeting is scheduled for December 14 at 7:00 pm.

Council meets Monday, December21, at 7:00 pm

% the weekly bulletin, call §
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I KEENAGERS

will meet Wednesday,
December 2 at 12:00 pm.

Catered Meal

Hosts: Gene Reneau,
Carolyn Kelly

I KEENAGERS is a fun
group of 55 and older who
meet the first Wednesday
of every month for a pot-
luck lunch and fellowship.
Anyone 55 or older that
wishes to join us, please do
SO.

PRAYER & THANKS GIVING

Let your face shine on your servant;
save me in your unfailing love. Psalms 31:16 NIV.

Give us, O God, the vision which can see Your love
in the world in spite of human failure.

Give us the faith to trust Your goodness in spite of
our | ignorance and weakness.

Give us the knowledge that we may continue to pray
with understanding hearts.

And show us what each one of us can do to set for-
ward the coming of the day of universal peace.

- Frank Borman, Apollo 8 space mission, 1968

See a complete list of those we are praying for in your Sunday
bulletin.)
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ADVENT& CHRISTMAS
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During Advent we come together each Wednesday
night for fellowship and worship.

Wednesdays, December 2, 9, 16, 23

6:15 pm Bring your favorite soup or sandwiches to share.
We meet in the church fellowship hall

7:00 pm Holden Evening Prayer

Decorate the Church
Saturday, December 5 at 8:00 am stay for lunch

Choir Cantata
Sunday, December 13

Children's Christmas Program

Sunday, December 20 at 9:45am.

Christmas Eve Candlelight Services
Saturday, December 24 at 7:00 pm and at 10:00 pm
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Video Presentation During the Sun-
day School Hour; Dr. Ken Bailey pre-
sents “A Clear View of Jesus’ Birth”.
Dr. Bailey taught the Bible in the Mid- A S 2 2 2 C 2 2 22
dle East for 40 years. This is a thought- .

¢ v Birthdays

provoking, refreshing, challenging, yet
11/08 JoAnn Kahn

encouraging perspective on the be-
loved birth narratives that we celebrate
11/12 Sheila Hibbitts
Marilyn Schileh

during Advent & Christmas. Load up

with coffee, bring your Bible and a will-

ingness to allow scripture to be ex-

panded for you. This four-week study 17 Carol Froeschle

will begin today in the fellowship hall Harry Herber

and continue on December 13th, 20th, Carolyn Kelly
11/23 D’Ann Berry
11/24 Jerry Moller
11/27 Gene Reneau

and January 4"
11/28 Joe Freshnock
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For Your Information .............

Pastor Mark’s normal office hours are
Monday — Thursday 9:00 a.m. -12:00
noon. Official “day off” is Friday. For all
regular church business, questions, or to
schedule an appointment, please contact
him during these hours at the church of-
fice. For all other times, for those “when
it just can’t wait” moments/emergencies
only, call/text his cell: 360-325-2651.

e
P ———t—
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Scandinavian Holiday Festivl

We are planning a Scandinavian Holiday Festival at church on 7 7 4

Sunday, December 20th following the 11am service.

We would like to invite anyone that would be interested in help-
ing to organize the event as well as do food preparation or
decorating. Finger foods and Scandinavian holiday delicacies
will be served. Scandinavian Christmas traditions and some
history/exhibits will also be presented. Please contact Gene
Reneau (670-9666) or Christine Johnson (626-2004) for more
information.



Serving the Congregation in December

December 6 December 13 December 20 December 24 |[December 27
Acolyte 8:30— B. Worley | 8:30— B. Worley 8:30— 7:00- 8:30-
11:00—K. 11:00— 11:00— K. 10:00— 11:00—
Winkleman Winkleman
Assistant 8:30- S. Werner |8:30 —H. Wisker 8:30 — S. Werner | 7:00- H. Wisker 8:30- S. Werner
Minister 11:00 -T. 11:00 — B. Roulston | 11:00 — S. Berry 11:00 - 11:00 -B.
Rosenthal Roulston
Communion |8:30 - C. 8:30 — D. Wisker 8:30 - C. 7:00 -D. Wisker
Assistant Froeshle 11:00- Froeshle 10:00—
11:00 - A. 11:00-A.
Winkleman Winkleman
Lector 8:30 —K. Worley | 8:30 —K. Worley 8:30 — 7:00- 8:30 -
11:00 - G. 11:00- 11:00- G. 10:00—G. 11:00-
Hinders Hinders Hinders
Gift 8:30 — K. 8:30 — A.Taylor. S. | 8:30 — 7:00- 8:30 -
Bearer Herpich Pohl 11:00-J. Roulston |10:00— 11:00-
11:00- D. Hinders | 11:00- D. Hinders |J. Rohloff
L. Dale L. Dale
Greeter 8:30—M Spencer | 8:30- M. Flatt 8:30- 7:00- 8:30-
M. Schleh 11:00— Rohloff 11:00-Rohloff 10:00— 11:00-
11:00-
Usher 8:30—B. Flatt 8:30 — B. Flatt, W. |8:30 — B. Flatt 7:00- 8:30-
11:00 - Heripich 11:00 — G. Rohloff |10:00— 11:00- G. Rohloff
11:00 -
Teller 8:30 - S. 8:30 - S. 8:30 - S. 7:00- 8:30 -
Petersen Petersen Petersen 10:00— 11:00 - K.
11:00 - K. 11:00 - K. 11:00 - K. Krallman
Krallman Krallman Krallman
Altar Care |Paula & Marian Diane Wisker Lori Luikart
Cole Melinda Flatt
Food 1st Wednesday |2nd Wednesday 3rd Wednesday 4th Wednesday
Pantry Sherrill Pohl, Jo |Jeane Nordine, Freda Jones; Jo- Dorothy Bivens,
Ann Drockner, Lucille Longhofer, [ann Kahn, Betty Audrey Taylor,
Dale Thompson |Marjorie Spencer | Ann Hopper Diane Hinders
Flower Lucille Longhofer Ada Oltman, Dorothy Bivens
Audrey Taylor

Carrier
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that one!!

Second, I'm presenting the outline of the “Year Ahead” and the Interim Ministry “Game Plan”, as |
presented it to your council 11/16/2105 during their regular meeting. | provide this for you as | strive
to practice good communication, and to keep y’all in the loop as to what you can expect during this
exciting Interim and Discernment Season. Please bear with the length, however | want to make sure
it is all “in writing, please”, and laid out clearly for you, so you know what is likely to occur. I'd rather
keep you over-informed, than under-informed!

Setting the Table for our year ahead: (FYI to read over on your own. More info to come on
a broader scale as and when needed):

Confirmation 2016

Will be offered for all 7"-8" graders (and 6" graders if any are desirous and ready) who
are desirous of a season of focused learning to prepare for Affirmation of Baptism

Classes will be Sunday morns during the Education Hour

January 10_April 24, 2016 (16 sessions)

Using the Re:form curriculum (one I've used in previous settings)

Suggested dates for Rite of Affirmation of Baptism: Pentecost Sunday 06/04/2016 or
Reformation Sunday 10/30/2016 (to be discussed and decided together with students
and parents)

Next session of Confirmation will begin 09/17/2016 (tentative).

The Divine Drama
A 30-week immersion into the biblical narrative (16 sessions) and the biblical basis for
core Christian teaching (14 sessions)

The Divine Drama The Biblical Narrative: Tuesday morn (9:30-11:00 am) or Tuesday eve 7:00-8:30
pm., January 12, 2016-May 10, 2016

The Divine Drama Our Narrative: Tuesday Morns (9:30-11:00 am) or Tuesday eves (7:00-8:30 pm)
beginning 09/13/2016 (tentative)

Participants come to either morn or eve session each week, per their sched-
ule

Purpose is to see the “big picture” of the biblical narrative in its unity, and to be immersed into God’s
Story, to help inform Our Story, to help give BSLC some Big Picture Mission di-
rectives to inform your next Mission Goals

To model an example of a good Adult Faith Formation offering, as Adult Faith Formation has been
identified as a key area of growth.

Home Communion Visits:
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Music and Worship:
| will meet with Marsha and a “Worship Team” to select hymns and Songs on a quarterly basis
ahead, for everyone’s preparation (and sanity!).
| really like the many touches and aspects present in BSLC worship services
Advent and Lent Midweeks services:
Holden Evening Prayer (I LOVE this service!! It's my fave)
A scripture reading and a short message or Readers Theater presentation.
As an FYI, whenever requested and appropriate, I welcome the involvement of other pastors in
occasional services, like weddings and funerals, esp. if they are known by
the families involved. As | am in a unique place in relation to the needs of these
services, nothing beats the personal touch that guest colleagues can bring to
services like these.
The Game Plan
(Projected timeline is for speculative purposes only, and not to be confused with the surpris-
ing work of God’s Hand in all this! Any resemblance to said timeline and what actually hap-
pens is purely God-incidental!)

Nov-Dec 2015:
Business as usual
Getting to know each other, i.e. Pastor Mark and BSLC
Enjoy the holidays

Jan-March 2016:

The Congregation Conversations. Purpose , Goals and Process:

To gather the people of BSLC to reflect upon BSLC’s mission and ministry, celebrate strengths, be
honest about growing edges, and envision God-Inspired Mission Goals that will in-
form and guide BSLC’s next chapter in mission, partnered by the people, Leader-
ship and next Long-Term Pastor and Staff.

Gather the people of BSLC together into Small Groups of 6-12 peeps, facilitated by teams of 2 peo-
ple (to be identified with the help of the Council and trained by Pastor Mark) to re-
flect, share with each other, and respond to the following questions:

What is a strength of BSLC

What hasn’t worked well at BSLC?

What are the challenges/opportunities facing BSLC?

Name 3-5 Mission Goals you believe God is calling/nudging/cajoling BSLC to
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orities, ext. that stand out from the responses per each questions
| will synthesize a summary of the highlights, standout responses, along with my own observations,
suggestions, challenges points-to-ponder to the Council and Congregation.

March-May 2016:
Assuming concurrence by all re; the Congregation Conversations Summary, next steps are:
Council will have already been praying and discerning since the beginning of the year, about who
will serve on the Call Committee. This Team of BSLC will best be formulated:
NO less than 6 and no more than 9 members, equal as possible gender num-
bers and a variety of age demographics of BSLC
An additional 1-2 Youth Representatives
The Call Committee and the Council will have an evening meeting with Pastor Jane Mar,
Assistant to the Bishop, who will present an overview of the Call/Interview Process. She
and | will be resources to help the Call Committee, during this time to:
Fill out the Ministry Site Profile (MSP). The MSP is the key documents in the Call Process that:
Provide contact information of the Call Committee and references
Financial information and congregational demographics
Pastoral Compensation Package perimeters
History, Mission Goals, Strengths and Challenges of BSLC
Identified Mission Goals
Identified Leadership Goals needed from next Rostered Leader
The core material used will be the summary of the Congregations Conversations

May-August 2016
The Call Committee will meet to fill out completely the MSP
Pastor Jane and | will serve as resources
The Call Committee will keep the Pastors (s) and Leadership in the loop as to progress and
process
Drafts of the MSP will be reviewed by The Council, Pastors Mark and Jane until a final draft
is agreed by all involved

July-August 2016:
Final review of the MSP by Leadership, Pastor Mark and Synod
MSP is released onto the ELCA National Database.
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Final Points-to-Ponder:
While this is a representative timeline, and typical of how this process goes, please keep in
mind:

This process takes on a life of it on and is unique to each setting.

The time taken, and | will insist that time is taken to do all steps well, on each phase of this process
will determine how well-represented BSLC will be represented on the MSP
(namely strengths, growing edges, history, your willing ness to be honest, the
passion and excitement exhibited in daring and bold Mission Goals) and will in-
form the quality of candidates you interview

Do NOT, | beg you, fall for the myth “When we get the “Right Pastor”....such a beast does not ex-
ist. What does exist are compelling, challenging, exciting Mission Goals that will
attract top-tier candidates who will partner with you.

Don’t, please please please, be “pastor-centric”’. Be MISSION CENTRIC

This process will happen sooner than we expected (to our delight) or take longer than we wish.
That’s not the point. This process is on God’s timetable, not ours.

In the meantime we keep on keeping on in faithfulness to the ministries before us, and believe me,
BSLC has a lot of exciting ministry happening already

The most important Mission Goal, above all, is the kind of welcoming, hospitable mission-driven
culture you create here at BSLC. That is what will attract next pastors and new
members alike

CARPE DIEM!

Jeremiah 29:11 (NRSV) For surely | know the plans | have for you, says the Lord, plans for your
welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope.

Respectfully Submitted,

Mark P. Galbraith
Interim Pastor




| heard a bird sing
In the dark of December

A magical thing

And sweet to remember.
- Oliver Herford, I Heard a Bird Sing
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KEENAGERS

10-12 Food
Pantry

6:15 Soup &
Sandwich

7:00 Holden
Evening Prayer

5

10 am Decorate
the Church &
Lunch

6
Worship
8:30/11:00

9:45 Video
Presentation

5:45 SP4KS

7:00 Choir

9

10-12 Food
Pantry

6:15 Soup &
Sandwich

7:00 Holden
Evening Prayer

12
Ramp Project
MOPS

13
Worship
8:30/11:00
Cantata

9:45 Video
Presentation

14

9:30 MC/BC
meet at S. Pe-
tersen’s house
6:00 pm
Sewing
7:00 Property

7:00 Choir

16
10-12 Food
Pantry

6:15 Soup &
Sandwich

7:00 Holden
Evening Prayer

18

Sewing Group
Christmas Pro-
Jject

20 Worship
8:30/11:00
Christmas
Program

9:45 Video
Presentation

Scandinavian
Festival

21

6:00 pm
Sewing

7:00 Council

7:00 Children’s
Home Christ-
mas Party

22

5:45 SP4KS

7:00 Choir

23

10-12 Food
Pantry

6:15 Soup &
Sandwich

7:00 Holden
Evening Prayer

24

7:00 Christmas
Eve Service
10:00
Christmas Eve
Service

27

9:30 Service of
Readings &
Carols

No SS

28

7:00 Choir

30

31
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3500 Bowie
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Return Service Requested

Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church
3500 S Bowie
Amarillo, Texas 79109
Office - (806) 359-9483 FAX - (806) 359-9484 E-mail - beautifulsaviorlc@amaonline.com
Web - www.beautifulsavioramarillo.org
Office Hours - Monday thru Thursday, 9:00AM-12:00PM, 1:00-3:00PM (closed during the noon hour)
Friday, 9:00AM- 12:00 PM
Sunday Schedule - 8:30 and 11:00 AM Worship Services with Holy Communion
9:45 Sunday School for all ages
Staff, Mark Galbraith, Interim Pastor, Cheryl Hall, Office Manager; Marsha Moller, Music Director;

Church Council: D’Ann Berry, President; Kevin Krallman, VP; Tanya Rosenthal, Education;
Karen Herpich, Evangelism; Spencer Berry, Fellowship; Erich Drochner, Finance; Greg Rohloff,
Stewardship; Greg Hinders Social Concerns; Carol Stovall, Property; Christine Johnson, Youth;
Laurie Dale, Worship; Shirley Petersen, Secretary

" facebook.com/BeautifulSaviorAmarillo
| Like us on Facebook
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